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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


of  the  Town  of 


DIGHTON 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1959 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


OPEN  MEETING  LAW— CHAP.  626,  ACTS,  1958 
Meetings  of  every  district,  city  and  town  board,  com¬ 
mission  and  school  committee  shall  be  open  to  public  and  to 
press  (unless  in  executive  session) .  A  notice  of  such  meetings 
must  be  filed  at  least  twenty-four  hours  prior  with  the  clerk 
of  the  district  or  town.  (A  regular  schedule  of  meetings  filed 
in  advance  is  permissible.)  Accurate  records  of  all  meetings 
shall  be  maintained  setting  forth  action  taken.  A  summary 
of  all  matters  voted  shall  be  made  available  with  reasonable 
promptness  after  each  meeting.  The  records  shall  become  a 
public  record  and  available  to  the  public  upon  being  approved. 
(For  information  on  executive  sessions  and  emergencies  check 
law  with  Town  Clerk.) 


The  town  offices  are  open  Monday  through  Friday  from 
8:30  A,  M.  to  4:00  P.  M.,  and  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  is  also  open  Wednesday  evenings 
from  6 :30  P.  M.  to  8 :00  P.  M. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen,  Welfare,  and  Health,  and  the 
Assessors  meet  in  their  offices  Wednesday  evenings  at  7:30 
P.  M. 

The  School  Committee  meets  the  third  Wednesday  of 
each  month  at  7:30  P.  M.  in  the  School  Committee  room. 


Telephone  Numbers: 

Fire  Department:  To  report  a  fire — 

So.  Dighton  Station  . NOrmandy  9-3131 

No.  Dighton  Station  . VAndyke  3-3700 

Personal  calls — 

So.  Dighton  Station  . NOrmandy  9-3291 

No.  Dighton  Station  . VAndyke  2-0329 

Police  Department:  VAndyke  4-4411 
Selectmen’s  Office:  NOrmandy  9-2731 
Welfare  Department:  NOrmandy  9-2731 
Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Collector  and  Assessors : 

NOrmandy  9-4241 

Public  Library:  NOrmandy  9-2511 
Town  Nurse:  NOrmandy  9-2141 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 


Term 

Selectmen 

Address 

Telephone 

Expires 

Clayton  H.  Atwood, 

Chairman 

Segreganset  NO  9-4271 

1961 

William  F.  Benevides 

Dighton 

NO  9-3021 

1960 

Francis  J.  Torres 

No.  Dighton  VA  4-7628 

1962 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 

William  F.  Benevides, 

Chairman 

Dighton 

NO  9-3021 

1960 

Clayton  H.  Atwood 

Segreganset  NO  9-4271 

1961 

Francis  J.  Torres 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-7628 

1962 

Board  of  Health 

Francis  J.  Torres, 

Chairman 

No.  Dighton  VA  4-7628 

1962 

Clayton  H.  Atwood 

Segreganset  NO  9-4271 

1961 

William  F.  Benevides 

Dighton 

NO  9-3021 

1960 

Town  Clerk 

Percy  B.  Simmons 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-6465 

1962 

Town  Collector 

Percy  B.  Simmons 

No.  Dighton  VA  4-6465 

1962 

Treasurer 

Percy  B.  Simmons 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-6465 

1960 

Auditor 

Stafford  H.  Hambly 

No.  Dighton 

VA  2-1503 

1960 

Moderator 

Stafford  H.  Hambly 

No.  Dighton  VA  2-1503 

1960 

Assessors 

Harold  M.  Mendoza, 

Chairman 

Dighton 

NO  9-3451 

1961 

Howell  S.  Carr 

Dighton 

NO  9-5943 

1960 

Leo  T.  Pivirotto 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-4998 

1962 
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Tree  Warden 

Raymond  J.  Costa 

School  Committee 

Harry  Hagopian, 
Chairman 

Frank  Rogers,  Fin.  Sec. 
Antone  Compos,  Sec. 
Albert  DeSilva 
Lawrence  Mendoza 
Wyman  E.  Hawkes 
Lawrence  D.  Dutra 

Planning  Board 

Richard  E.  Babbitt 
Milton  Kossoi 
June  Hambly 
Milton  Horton 
Albert  Gramm 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Lois  L.  Staples 
Joseph  C  Hathaway 
Henry  D.  Greenlaw 

Playground  Commissioners 

Norman  L  Courcy 
Edward  Antunes 
David  Horton 


Dighton 

NO  9-5984 

1960 

No.  Dighton 

VA  2-4142 

1960 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-5179 

1961 

Dighton 

NO  9-5525 

1962 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-9822 

1962 

Dighton 

NO  9-2455 

1960 

Segreganset 

NO  9-3631 

1961 

Dighton 

NO  9-5572 

1962 

No.  Dighton 

NO  9-5673 

1962 

Dighton 

NO  9-2911 

1964 

No.  Dighton 

VA  2-1503 

1963 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-6260 

1961 

No.  Dighton 

VA  2-6342 

1960 

Segreganset 

NO  9-2561 

1961 

Dighton 

NO  9-5955 

1962 

Segreganset 

NO  9-2431 

1960 

No.  Dighton 

VA  4-5626 

1960 

Dighton 

NO  9-4031 

1961 

Dighton 

NO  9-5540 

1962 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  District  School  Committee 
Stuart  A.  Arnold  No.  Dighton  VA  2-4919  1961 

Robert  H  Bradshaw  Segreganset  NO  9-4591  1962 

Finance  Committee  (Appointed  annually  by  the  Moderator)  ; 
John  Cambra,  Chairman;  Earle  Smith,  Secretary;  William 
Donle ;  Gordon  Spinney ;  Roger  Perry ;  Clarence  J.  Eliason ; 
Robert  Follett,  appointed  to  fill  remainder  of  term  left 
vacant  after  resignation  of  Louis  Constantine. 
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SELECTMEN'S  APPOINTMENTS— 1959-1960 


Chief  of  Police  Department:  Charles  H.  Mason. 

Lieutenant  of  Police  Department:  Anthony  Andrews. 

Sergeant  of  Police  Department:  Walter  Plonka. 

Reserve  Police  Officers:  Anthony  Andrews,  William  F.  Ash¬ 
croft,  Manuel  Francis,  Tobias  Freitas,  Walter  Plonka, 
Harry  F.  Willis. 

Special  Police  Officers:  Anthony  Costa,  Norman  Courcy,  Joseph 
A.  Coelho,  Louis  H.  Carr,  Charles  Brooks,  Francis  Buck- 
ley,  Frank  Cambra,  John  Cambra,  Edward  Carpentier, 
Charles  A.  Briggs,  Cassius  Cummings,  Ervin  E.  Barney, 
George  Gracia,  Charles  Gracia,  George  L.  Goulart,  William 
Raposa,  Louis  White,  Antone  P.  Dupont,  William  Duarte, 
Raymond  Costa,  Joseph  Medeiros,  John  A.  Medeiros,  War¬ 
ren  G.  Jones,  John  R.  Ingham,  Ernest  L.  Horton,  Byron  E. 
Haskins,  Walter  Hamilton,  Jr.,  Louis  R.  Gracia,  Isaac  S. 
Wilson,  George  A.  Perry,  John  E.  Rasmussen,  Earl  W. 
Rose,  George  M.  Rubadou,  Harold  L.  Sherrington,  Frank 
C.  Souza,  Jr.,  Karl  Spratt,  Jr.,  Frank  Virdinlia,  Anthony 
N.  Sylvia,  Benjamin  C.  Sherman,  John  Stanley,  Stafford 
H.  Hambly. 

Special  Police  Officer  at  Dog  Track:  Edward  A.  Keefe. 

Special  Police  at  Bristol  County  Agricultural  School:  Edward 
H.  O’Brien. 

Special  Police  Officers  at  Arnold,  Hoffman  &  Co. :  Milton  Chase, 
Ernest  Correia,  Burton  Simmons,  Manuel  White. 

Chief  of  Fire  Department:  Harry  F.  Willis. 

Forest  Fire  Warden:  Harry  F.  Willis. 

Deputy  Chief,  No.  Station:  John  Stanley. 

Deputy  Chief,  So.  Station:  Joseph  White. 

Firemen,  No.  Station:  William  F.  Ashcroft,  Conrad  Bleau, 
Norman  Courcy,  Joseph  A.  Coelho,  Cassius  W.  Cummings, 
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Kenneth  Cummings,  Edward  M.  Ferreira,  William  E. 
Fleming,  Jr.,  Charles  M.  Gilbert,  Sr.,  Charles  M.  Gilbert, 
Jr.,  Stafford  H.  Hambly,  Raymond  F.  Heinig,  Samuel  Hur- 
witz,  Antone  R.  Katon,  John  Katon,  Lester  T.  McNulty, 
William  M.  O'Connell,  Robert  Warren  Perry,  Roger  B. 
Perrj^  Frank  Rogers,  Jr.,  Frank  Rogers,  Sr.,  Francis  H. 
Rose,  Benjamin  C.  Sherman,  Jr.,  Thomas  C.  Sherman, 
Edward  Silvia,  Carlton  A.  Simmons,  George  E.  Simmons, 
Percy  B.  Simmons,  Richard  F.  Simmons,  Gordon  E.  Spin¬ 
ney,  Joseph  E.  Waller,  Gregory  Fitzgerald. 

Firemen,  So.  Station:  Paul  R.  Martin,  Edward  D.  Antunes, 
Alan  B.  Brightman,  Roy  Brown,  George  Carvalho,  Jr., 
Frank  Cash,  Raymond  Costa,  Michael  Cusick,  Joseph  Fer¬ 
reira,  Joseph  Fleck,  J.  Gerald  Fleming,  William  E.  Flem¬ 
ing,  Sr.,  Louis  Gracia,  Edward  Hamilton,  Walter  Hamilton, 
David  Horton,  Maynard  F.  Horton,  Jr.,  Maynard  F.  Horton, 
Sr.,  George  Lavigne,  Richard  Parchesco,  Manuel  Pavao, 
David  Pilling,  Walter  Plonka,  Albert  Reed,  Clinton  Rose, 
Charles  E.  Sears,  Jr.,  Alvin  Silvia,  Karl  Spratt,  Jr.,  Karl 
Spratt,  Sr.,  Arnold  Staples,  Ellis  Strange,  Jr.,  Isaac  Wilson, 
C.  Douglas  Horton,  Everett  F.  Carr. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Fence  Viewers:  Leo  T.  Pivirotto,  Harold  Mendoza,  Howell 
Carr. 

Civil  Defense  Director:  Fred  Rebello. 

Agents  of  Board  of  Health:  Charles  H.  Mason,  Percy  B.  Sim¬ 
mons. 

Burial  Agent:  Earl  C.  Hathaway. 

Inspector  of  Animals  and  Inspector  of  Slaughtering:  Anthony 
N.  Sylvia. 

Dog  Officer:  Charles  H.  Mason. 

Town  Nurse  and  Policewoman:  Esther  Bowden. 

Registrar  of  Voters:  Gene  Perry,  Jr. 

Auctioneer:  John  W.  Synan. 

Constables:  Charles  H.  Mason,  Percy  B.  Simmons,  Raymond 
Horton. 
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Constable  Somerset  Water  Works :  Henry  Reckord. 

Social  Worker:  Bella  M.  Boucher. 

Town  Office  Clerks:  Isabel  G.  Burgmann,  Elizabeth  A.  Rose. 

Veterans’  Agent:  Theodore  Boucher. 

Sanitation  Inspector:  Clayton  H.  Atwood. 

Harbor  Master:  Arnold  B.  Shaw. 

Assistant  Harbor  Master:  Martin  Bergstrom. 

Superintendent  of  Streets:  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Highway  Foreman :  Raymond  Costa. 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent:  George  W.  Rose. 

Town  Forest  Committee:  Raymond  Horton,  Gordon  Hixon, 
Henry  L.  Burt,  Harold  0.  Woodward,  Wilfred  A.  Hathaway, 
William  Andrews,  David  A.  Millard,  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  Tender:  John  T.  McCrohan. 

Public  Weighers — Arnold  Hoffman  &  Co. :  Wendell  Carey, 
Arthur  0.  Gove,  Dalton  T.  Maynard,  A.  Sollitto. 

Milk  Inspector:  Thomas  J.  O’Brien. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  Dighton : 

The  organizational  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  after 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting.  For  the  fourth  consecutive  year 
the  chairmanships  were  divided  with  Mr.  Atwood  chosen  as 
Chairman  of  Selectmen,  Mr.  Benevides  for  the  Board  of  Public 
Welfare,  Mr.  Torres  for  the  Board  of  Health,  and  Mr.  Bene¬ 
vides  was  chosen  to  serve  as  recording  clerk  of  the  three 
Boards. 

Fifty-two  weekly  and  twenty-nine  special  meetings  were 
held  with  one  absentee.  Several  joint  meetings  were  held 
with  the  other  town  boards  and  committees  to  discuss  and 
resolve  matters  of  mutual  interest. 

Necessary  hearings  were  held  upon  application  received 
for  the  various  licenses  as  required.  All  transactions  have 
been  properly  recorded  and  the  many  statutory  requirements 
completed  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  ability. 

All  Board  members  have  participated  in  and  attended 
all  County  Association  meetings.  Some  members  attended 
various  governmental  conferences  on  the  regional  and  state 
level  where  and  when  convenient  in  an  effort  to  obtain  benefit 
of  experiences  to  better  serve  the  Town.  Hearings  were  at¬ 
tended  on  the  several  Chapter  90  and  Public  Works  projects 
in  behalf  of  the  Town’s  interest. 

Four  meetings  were  held  with  Bristol  County  Agricultural 
School  trustees,  county  commissioners  and  public  works 
engineers  in  relation  to  mutual  problems  on  Center  Street  at 
the  approaches  to  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Bridge.  A  complete 
survey  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  is  in  process  as 
this  report  is  compiled. 

All  appointments  of  town  officers  and  committees  have 
been  recorded  with  the  Town  Clerk  together  with  the  list  of 
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jurors  and  are  contained  in  the  Clerk’s  annual  report.  Annual 
reports  of  the  numerous  town  officers  and  departments  as 
required  by  law  are  contained  in  this  1959  Town  Officers’ 
Report. 

The  vote  of  the  Town  for  the  printing  and  issuance  of 
the  1959  valuation  list  has  been  fulfilled  whereby  a  contract 
was  made  with  the  Davol  Printing  House,  Inc.  of  Taunton, 
Mass,  in  the  amount  of  $770.00. 

All  special  committee  activity  and  reports  are  included 
in  the  records  of  the  Town  Clerk.  All  orders  and  votes  of 
the  town  meeting  have  been  accomplished  with  the  exception 
of  the  250th  anniversary  committee.  One  meeting,  which  was 
very  well  attended  by  an  enthused  and  interested  group,  was 
held.  The  preliminary  groundwork  was  discussed  and  sug¬ 
gestions  received.  Representatives  of  governmental,  educa¬ 
tional,  civic  and  religious  interest  responded,  and  it  is  planned 
to  organize  the  various  committees  required  immediately  after 
the  1960  town  meeting. 

The  year  1959  will  undoubtedly  be  recorded  as  the  ending 
of  an  era  of  capital  expenditures  for  school  building  and  con¬ 
struction.  In  the  years  from  1952  to  1959  the  Town  estab¬ 
lished  liabilities  for  bonded  debt  in  excess  of  $1,600,000.  The 
Town’s  annual  appropriation  required  to  reduce  the  debt  will 
amount  to  over  $20.00  on  the  tax  rate.  The  Town’s  needs 
for  other  capital  outlay  will  require  very  serious  consideration 
and  planning. 

The  Board  has  met  on  many  occasions  with  Massachu¬ 
setts  Department  of  Public  Health  officials  and  engineers 
relative  to  the  several  sewage  systems  which  have  been 
classified  as  in  violation  of  sanitation  laws.  The  Board  has 
cooperated  fully  with  the  officials  in  a  survey  completed 
within  the  year.  Many  hours  of  field  study,  table  conferences 
and  discussions  have  been  held  with  engineers  and  counsel. 

Preliminary  plans  are  in  process.  At  such  time  as  pro¬ 
posals  and  recommendations  may  be  made,  the  Board  will 
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present  to  the  Town  and  all  parties  concerned  a  complete 
report. 

The  sewage  subject,  together  with  pollution,  both  domes¬ 
tic  and  industrial,  have  long  been  delayed  for  many  reasons. 
However,  through  full  cooperation  of  all  parties  concerned, 
the  Town,  the  citizens,  industry,  and  the  Commonwealth,  a 
desirable  and  successful  solution  can  be  obtained. 

We  express  our  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  the  citizens. 
Town  officials  and  employees  for  their  cooperation  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  duty.  Especially  to  the  Town  office  staff,  we 
recognize  your  everlasting  loyalty  and  many  services  to  the 
Town. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD,  Chairman, 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 
FRANCIS  J.  TORRES, 

Board  of  Selectmen. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 

1959 


The  regular  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  Town  of  Dighton  was  held  on  March  2,  1959 
on  warrant  dated  February  11,  1959.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  at  12  Noon  by  Stafford  H.  Hambly,  Moderator.  The 
balloting  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  following  election 
officers:  Elaine  Varley,  Ruth  Leeming,  Edna  Seekell,  George 
Rose,  Selma  Wall,  Anna  Simmons,  Hazel  Reed,  Lucy  Baer, 
Yvette  Alves,  and  Caroline  Tripp. 

The  polls  were  closed  at  8:00  P.  M.  The  total  number  of 
votes  cast  were  1047.  The  ballots  having  been  assorted  and 
counted,  the  result  was  declared  as  follows: 

Selectmen  for  Three  Years — Francis  J.  Torres 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  Three  Years — Francis  J. 
Torres 

Moderator  for  One  Year — Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Auditor  for  One  Year — Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Town  Treasurer  for  One  Year — Percy  B.  Simmons 

Town  Clerk  for  Three  Years — Percy  B.  Simmons 

Town  Collector  for  Three  Years — Percy  B.  Simmons 

Assessor  for  Three  Years — Leo  T.  Pivirotto 

Tree  Warden  for  One  Year — Raymond  J.  Costa 

School  Committee  for  Three  Years — Albert  R.  DeSilva, 
Antone  Compos  and  Lawrence  D.  Dutra 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  District  School  Committee 
for  Two  Years — Stuart  A.  Arnold 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  District  School  Committee 
for  Three  Years — Robert  H.  Bradshaw 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  Three  Years — Joseph  C. 
Hathaway 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  One  Year — Henry  D. 
Greenlaw 

Playground  Commissioner  for  Three  Years — David  P. 
Horton 


12 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Planning  Board  for  Five  Years — Milton  Kossoi 
Planning  Board  for  Two  Years — Milton  F.  Horton 

Planning  Board  for  One  Year — No  person  elected  ac¬ 
cording  to  Chapter  53,  Section  40  of  General  Laws 


The  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  by  Stafford 
H.  Hambly  at  Town  Hall,  on  March  9,  1959.  The  guests  from 
the  Attleboro  High  School  in  the  student  exchange  program 
were  welcomed. 

VOTED:  To  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLTY :  To  dispense  with  the  reading 
of  the  articles  and  to  refer  to  them  by  number  and  subject 
matter. 

VOTED:  That  the  meeting  consider  adjournment  at 
10:30  P.  M. 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Gordon  Spinney  that  the  reports 
of  Town  Officers  as  printed  and  published  in  the  1958  Annual 
Town  Report  be  accepted. 

(3)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Gordon  Spinney  that  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  all  necessary  Town 
Officers  and  Committees  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  statute. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Gordon  Spinney  that  the  Town 
Treasurer  be  bonded  in  the  amount  of  $38,300.00  and  the 
Town  Collector  be  bonded  in  the  amount  of  $53,100.00  to 
satisfy  the  provisions  of  Section  35  of  Chapter  41  and  Section 
13  of  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws. 

(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Francis  Torres  that  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  of  its  membership  to 
the  position  of  “Sanitation  Inspector^’  under  the  Board  of 
Health  for  a  one  year  term  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  4A  of  Chapter  41,  General  Laws. 

(6)  VOTED:  That  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the 
following  sums  necessary  to  defray  Town  Charges  and  assess¬ 
ments  as  approved  by  the  Finance  Committee: 
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Account 

New  Elementary  School 
Bonds 

Interest  on  Elementary 
School  Bonds 
School  Department 
High  School  Athletic  Fund 
County  Retirement  Fund 
Care  of  Town  Elms 
Insect  Pest  Control 
Brush  Control 
Sidewalk  Maintenance 
Street  Department 
Chapter  81 — 

Highway  Fund 
Chapter  90 — Maintenance 
Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 
Road  Machinery  Account 
Fire  Department 
Police  Department 
Public  Library 
Civic  Center  Maintenance 
Veterans’  Memorial  Hall 
Memorial  Day  Observance 
Playgrounds  &  Recreation 
Board  of  Health 
Ambulance  Maintenance 
Care  of  Town  Dumps 
Hydrant  Rental 
General  Relief 
Administration 
Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Disability  Assistance 
General  Relief  (Welfare) 
Old  Age  Assistance 
Veterans’  Benefits 
Assessors’  Department 
Auditors’  Department 
Dog  Officer’s  Account 


Amount 


$25,000.00 

6,490.00 

273,194.00 

1,750.00 

4,380.93 

4,000.00 

600.00 

1,000.00 

500.00 

6,500.00 

7,350.00 

1,700.00 

1,000.00 

2,500.00 

9,314.33 

7,010.00 

1,908.00 

275.00 

1,000.00 

200.00 

2,498.40 

3,310.00 

400.00 

2,000.00 

1,740.00 

2,900.00 

3,800.00 

3,000.00 

8,000.00 

29,000.00 

5,000.00 

3,200.00 

700.00 

200.00 


Maker  of  Motion 

Albert  DeSilva 

Harry  Hagopian 
Wyman  Hawkes 
Frank  Rogers 
William  Benevides 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 
Clayton  Atwood 

Clayton  Atwood 

Clayton  Atwood 

Clayton  Atwood 

Clayton  Atwood 

Harrv  Willis 
%/ 

Charles  Mason 
Joseph  Hathaway 
William  Benevides 
Frederick  Rebello 
Frederick  Rebello 
Edward  Antunes 
Francis  Torres 
Francis  Torres 
Francis  Torres 
William  Benevides 

William  Benevides 
V/illiam  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
William  Benevides 
Harold  Mendoza 
IMilton  Horton 
Clayton  Atwood 
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Election,  Registration  & 


Census 

1,425.00 

Milton  Horton 

Planning  Board 

300.00 

Milton  Horton 

Public  Property  Account 

350.00 

Clayton  Atwood 

Selectmen’s  Department 

2,450.00 

Clayton  Atwood 

Town  Office  Account 

7,300.00 

Clayton  Atwood 

Town  Clerk 

975.00 

Francis  Torres 

Town  Collector 

2,395.00 

Francis  Torres 

Town  Treasurer 

1,795.00 

Francis  Torres 

Finance  Committee 

50.00 

Gordon  Spinney 

Town  Insurance 

6,947.33 

Clayton  Atwood 

Shade  Tree  Account 

500.00 

Clayton  Atwood 

(7)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Gordon  Spinney  that  the  salaries 
of  the  elected  Town  Officers  as  appropriated  within  the  De¬ 
partmental  Accounts,  be  established  for  the  year  January  1, 
1959  to  December  31,  1959  as  follows: 


Board  of  Assessors: 


Chairman 

$700.00 

Clerk 

500.00 

Others 

600.00 

each 

Town  Auditor 

600.00 

Board  of  Health: 

Chairman 

200.00 

Others 

100.00 

each 

Sanitation  Inspector 

100.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare: 

Chairman 

350.00 

Others 

250.00 

each 

Board  of  Selectmen: 

Chairman 

1,000.00 

Others 

500.00 

each 

Moderator 

20.00 

School  Committee  Secretary 

25.00 

Town  Clerk 

700.00 

Town  Collector 

1,900.00 

Town  Treasurer 

1,200.00 

Tree  Warden 

35.00 
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(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Gordon  Spinney  that  the 
Town  appropriate  and  transfer  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  (Overlay  Surplus)  to  Reserve  Account  Ap¬ 
propriated  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  6,  The 
General  Laws. 

(9)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Albert  DeSilva  that  the 
Town  appropriate  and  transfer  the  Dog  Tax  Refund  in  the 
amount  of  $581.96  to  the  Elementary  School  Library  Account. 

(10)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  William  Benevides  that 
the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $250.00  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  mosquito  control  works 
as  estimated  and  certified  to  by  the  State  Reclamation  Board 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  112,  Acts  of  1931. 

(11)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Anthony  Andrews  that 
the  Town  appropriate  and  transfer  $2,825.00  from  Surplus 
Revenue  to  a  Police  Cruiser  Account  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
1959  motor  vehicle  with  accessories  and  equipment  for  the  use 
of  the  Police  Department,  and  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be 
authorized  to  dispose  of  the  1957  Plymouth  cruiser  as  a  trade 
value. 

(12)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  appropriate  and  transfer  $3,750.00  from  Surplus  Reve¬ 
nue  to  Chapter  90  Highway  Construction  to  continue  the 
Elm  St.  project. 

(13)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  transfer  of  unappropriated  available  funds 
in  the  Treasury  in  the  sum  of  $28,125.00  to  Highway  Revenue 
in  anticipation  of  reimbursement  from  the  State  and  County 
for  Chapter  81  and  Chapter  90  Highway  Maintenance  and 
Construction. 

(14)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  appropriate  and  transfer  $17,500.00  from  Surplus  Reve¬ 
nue  to  the  Gravel  Roads  Account  for  the  purpose  of  gravelling 
and  improving  Town  Roads. 

(15)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  $10,000.00  for  the  purpose 
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of  constructing  a  building  on  Town  owned  land  located  on  the 
east  side  of  Somerset  Avenue,  to  garage  Street  Department 
vehicles  and  equipment  and  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be 
authorized  to  supervise  the  construction. 

(16)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Harold  Mnedoza  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  $4,000.00  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  Tax  Mapping  Project  as  established  by  vote 
of  the  Town  on  May  6,  1957. 

(17)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Stuart  Arnold  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  $3,745.74  as  the  Town's  share  of 
the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District  budget  for 
1959. 

Gordon  Spinney  reported  for  the  finance  committee  that 
the  said  committee  had  voted  on  and  approved  of  all  financial 
transactions  in  articles  9  through  17. 

(18)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Gordon  Spinney  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  January 
1,  1959  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within 
one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a 
period  of  less  than  one  year,  in  accordance  with  Section  17, 
Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

(19)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Gordon  Spinney  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  all  prop¬ 
erties  which  the  Town  has  legally  acquired  by  Tax  Title. 

(20)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Milton  Horton  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  subject  to  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  finance  committee  to  dispose  of  used  materials 
returned  to  them,  by  sale  at  public  auction. 

(21)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Gordon  Spinney  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  sell  at  public  auc¬ 
tion,  the  shed  and  outbuildings  adjacent  to  the  Civic  Center  on 
Somerset  Avenue. 
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(22)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  William  Benevides  that 
the  Town  make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  purchase  or 
eminent  domain,  and  to  settle  damages  for  land  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  1959  Highway  Program  under  Chapter 
81  and  Chapter  90. 

(23)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  vote  by  ballot  to  instruct  the  Representative  to  the 
General  Court,  Mr.  J.  Robert  Tickel,  to  file  a  bill  to  provide 
for  tenure  of  office  for  the  incumbent  Charles  H.  Mason,  Chief 
of  Police  of  the  Town  of  Dighton. 

The  voting  was  done  by  “Yes’"  and  '‘No'’  ballots.  The 
election  officers  working  as  checkers  were :  Hazel  Reed,  Elaine 
Varley,  Anna  Simmons,  Mary  Allie,  and  Edna  Seekell.  The 
official  count  of  the  votes  was  Yes — 146,  No — 35. 

(24)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton 
Atwood  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  as  provided  under  author¬ 
ity  of  Section  3,  Chapter  143  of  the  General  Laws,  the  follow¬ 
ing  by-law  to  become  effective  upon  approval  by  the  Attorney 
General : 

TITLE— BUILDING  PERMITS : 

Section  1.  No  structure  shall  hereafter  be  erected, 
structurally  or  externally  altered,  changed  in  use, 
moved  or  demolished  without  a  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Selectmen. 

Section  2.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  issue  such  per¬ 
mits  providing  said  work  meets  with  the  following 
requirements : 

A.  Certification  by  the  Planning  Board  that  such 
erection  is  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Sub-Division  of  Land  Control  By-Law. 

B.  Certification  by  the  Sanitation  inspector  that  the 
location  of  the  work  conforms  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  as  required  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

C.  That  such  work  is  in  accordance  with  all  existing 
Town  By-Laws  and  provisions  of  the  General 
Laws  of  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
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Section  3.  Any  person  who  violates  any  provision  of  this 
By-Law  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
Twenty  Dollars  ($20.00)  for  each  offense. 

(25)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Francis  Torres  that  the  Town 
authorize  and  instruct  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  select  and 
appoint  an  adequate  number  of  citizens  to  a  Committee  to 
make  necessary  plans  for  the  250th  Anniversary  Celebration 
of  the  Town  to  be  observed  in  1962. 

(26)  The  following  motion  was  made  by  Earle  Smith  and 
seconded:  I  move  that- the  Town  vote  to  instruct  the  selectmen 
of  the  Town  of  Dighton  to  include  in  the  Annual  Town  Report 
for  the  year  1960,  a  full  and  complete  list  of  all  individual  and 
corporate  taxes  paid  to  the  Town  of  Dighton,  itemized  by 
parcels  according  to  assessment,  and  that  such  list  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  said  Town  Report  every  third  year  thereafter. 

Before  the  voting  or  discussion  on  this  motion  was  done 
the  report  of  the  Town  Officers^  Committee  was  given  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“Under  authority  of  the  Town  Meeting  vote  of  1956,  a 
special  committee  to  study  the  long  range  planning  needs 
of  the  Town,  subsequently  reported  and  made  recom¬ 
mendations.  Foremost  of  the  needs  was  that  of  the 
Schools.  The  second  objective  was  stated  to  be  improved 
methods  of  tax  assessing. 

“As  a  result  of  this  report  a  Tax  Mapping  Project  was 
contracted  in  1957  and  is  scheduled  for  completion  this 
year,  1959.  The  second  step  of  this  plan  will  be  the 
consideration  by  the  Town  of  an  equalized  valuation 
program  in  1960. 

“It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the 
publication  of  the  present  assessed  values  at  anytime 
prior  to  the  completion  of  a  revaluation  project  would  be 
of  no  value. 

Signed : 

Clayton  H.  Atwood  Leo  T.  Pivirotto  Percy  B.  Simmons 
William  F.  Benevides  Howell  S.  Carr  Town  Collector 
Francis  J.  Torres  Harold  Mendoza  Stafford  H.  Hambly 

Board  of  Selectmen  Board  of  Assessors  Town  Auditor” 
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To  clarify  the  intent  of  the  motion  the  following  amend¬ 
ment  was  made,  seconded  and  passed. 

Move  that  the  voters  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  instruct  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  to  include  in  conjunction 
with  the  Annual  Town  Report  published  in  1960,  a  full  and 
complete  list  of  all  individual  and  corporate  taxes  paid  to  the 
Town  of  Dighton,  itemized  by  parcels  according  to  assess¬ 
ments,  and  that  such  list  be  included  in  conjunction  with  the 
said  Town  Report  every  third  year  thereafter. 

A  vote  was  called  for  on  the  corrected  motion  and  was 
declared  by  the  moderator  as  defeated.  This  ruling  was 
challenged  and  a  standing  vote  was  taken. 

The  official  count  of  the  standing  vote  was  Yes — 77, 
No — 59.  The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

(27)  Motion  that  the  Town  Officers'  Study  Committee  report 
be  heard. 

“Under  authority  of  the  Town  Meeting  vote  of  1956,  a 
special  committee  to  study  the  long  range  planning  needs 
of  the  Town  subsequently  reported  and  made  recom¬ 
mendations.  Foremost  of  the  needs  was  that  of  the 
schools.  The  second  objective  was  stated  to  be  improved 
methods  of  tax  assessing. 

“As  a  result  of  this  report  a  Tax  Mapping  Project  was 
contracted  in  1957  and  is  scheduled  for  completion  this 
year,  1959.  The  second  step  of  this  plan  will  be  the  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  Town  of  an  equalized  valuation  program 
in  1960. 

“It  would  appear  feasible  to  provide  for  a  committee  to 
study,  report  and  make  recommendations  in  relation  to  a 
revaluation  of  taxable  properties  in  the  Town  of  Dighton. 

Clayton  H.  Atwood  Leo  T.  Pivirotto  Percy  B.  Simmons 
William  F.  Benevides  Howell  S.  Carr  Town  Collector 

Francis  J.  Torres  Harold  Mendoza  Stafford  H.  HambV 
Board  of  Selectmen  Board  of  Assessors  Town  Auditor" 

VOTED:  That  the  Town  Officers'  Study  Committee  re¬ 
port  be  accepted  as  a  report  of  progress. 
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VOTED:  That  a  revaluation  study  committee  to  include 
the  following  officers  be  instructed  to  study,  report  and  make 
recommendations:  Town  Collector;  Chairman,  Board  of  Asses¬ 
sors  ;  Chairman,  Board  of  Selectmen ;  Chairman,  Town  Finance 
Committee;  Chairman,  School  Committee;  Chairmn,  Pru¬ 
dential  Committee  of  No.  Dighton  Fire  District;  Chairman, 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  Dighton  Water  District; 
representative  of  Arnold  Hoffman  &  Co.;  representative  of 
Dighton  Industries,  Inc. ;  representative  of  Taunton  Grey¬ 
hound  Assoc. ;  representative  of  Montaup  Electric  Co. ;  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Brockton  Taunton  Gas  Co.  and  two  taxpaying 
citizens  to  be  appointed  by  the  moderator. 

VOTED:  That  the  Moderator  be  instructed  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  five  (5)  taxpaying  citizens  to  study,  report  and 
make  recommendations  relative  to  the  needs  of  the  Town 
for  building  inspection,  building  standards  and  zoning  by-laws. 

VOTED:  That  when  meeting  does  adjourn  that  it  be  to 
7 :30  p.m.  on  May  4,  1959. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:50  p.m. 


The  adjourned  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:30 
p.m.  on  May  4,  1959  by  the  Moderator,  Stafford  H.  Hambly. 

Mr.  Hambly  appointed  the  following  to  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  to  serve  until  the  final  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  1960  Town  Meeting:  Louis  Constantine, 
Gordon  Spinney,  Roger  Perry,  John  Cambra,  William  Donle, 
Clarence  J.  Eliason,  and  Earle  Smith. 

There  was  no  other  business  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
at  7 :32  p.m. 


Special  Town  Meeting,  August  24,  1959 

The  special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8:00 
p.m.  by  Stafford  H.  Hambly,  Town  Moderator. 
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VOTED:  To  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

(1)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town  vote 
to  amend  the  vote  of  Article  26  made  at  the  March  9,  1959 
Town  Meeting,  to  read  as  follows:  “That  the  voters  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton  instruct  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Dighton  to  publish,  in  conjunction  with  the  town  reports  of 
the  year  1959,  a  full  and  complete  list  of  all  real  estate 
assessments,  parcel  by  parcel,  and  taxes  assessed  thereon, 
and  that  such  publication  be  made  every  third  year  there¬ 
after.’' 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Earle  Smith  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account 
$850.00  for  the  expense  of  publishing  the  tax  listings  as 
voted  under  Article  I 

(3)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Francis  Torres  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  $1,29500  from  funds  received  from 
the  Dighton  Water  District  to  the  Street  Department. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  William  Benevides  that  the  Town 
appropriate  and  transfer  $200.00  from  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Account  to  the  Police  Department  Account  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  out-of-state  expenses  of  the  Police  Chief. 

(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Albert  DeSilva  and  seconded 
by  Stuart  Arnold  that  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  Dis¬ 
trict  School  Committee’s  authorization  of  $2,085,000.00  or 
notes  (in  addition  to  the  $100,000  bonds  or  notes  already  ap¬ 
proved)  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  land  for,  constructing, 
and  equipping  a  senior  high  school  building  be  hereby  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  voting  on  this  motion  was  carried  on  by  use  of  “Yes” 
and  “No”  ballots  under  the  supervision  of  the  following: 
Catherine  Sherman,  Anna  Simmons,  Elaine  Varley,  Mary 
Perry,  Hazel  Reed,  Carolyn  Tripp,  election  workers ;  and 
Elliot  Hathaway,  Registrar  of  voters.  After  the  votes  were 
sorted  and  counted  the  results  were  declared  as  follows :  Total 
number  of  votes  cast  223;  Yes  votes  149;  No  votes  74.  Vote 
passed  by  a  two-thirds  majority. 
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(6)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  the 
Town  vote  to  accept  a  proposed  layout  of  Horton  Street  as 
shown  on  a  plan  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk  and  to  authorize 
and  accept  a  proposed  taking  by  eminent  domain  or  purchase, 
as  provided  by  the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  by  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton,  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
structing,  altering,  locating  or  repairing  a  highway  in  said 
Dighton,  known  as  Horton  Street,  as  shown  on  a  plan  of  the 
proposed  layout  of  Horton  Street,  entitled  “A  Plan  Showing  a 
Portion  of  Horton  Street  in  the  Town  of  Dighton^  Bristol 
County,  Massachusetts,  Scale  40'  to  the  inch — Dated  August 
14,  1959,  E.  Otis  Dyer,  Surveyor’',  said  plan  being  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk,  certain  parcels  of  land  in  fee  with  all  rights, 
easements,  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereto,  including 
all  fixtures,  buildings,  structures  affixed  thereto,  and  all  trees, 
including  shade  trees,  fruit  trees,  shrubs  and  stone  walls. 

(7)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  William  Benevides  that  the 
Town  authorize  the  sale  of  a  second  hand  building  located  on 
Somerset  Avenue  used  by  the  Street  Department  to  Police 
Chief,  Charles  H.  Mason,  for  one  dollar. 

(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  made  by  Clayton  Atwood  that  we 
hear  the  report  of  the  building  Code  Committee. 

The  following  report  of  the  Building  Code  Committee  was 
given  by  Russell  C.  Varley: 

“Under  authority  of  the  Town  Meeting  vote  of  March 
9,  1959,  this  committee,  duly  appointed  by  the  moderator, 
met  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Dighton  Plan¬ 
ning  Board.  After  examination  of  the  building  practices 
within  the  town,  and  the  standards  of  existing  construc¬ 
tion  and  building  facilities,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  those  at  this  meeting,  that  the  town  should  adopt  at 
the  earliest  possible  time,  a  code  of  building  standards. 
It  is,  therefore,  our  recommendation  that  the  Dighton 
Planning  Board  and  a  committee  of  five  members  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  moderator,  prepare  and  submit  to  the 
townspeople  at  the  next  Annual  Town  Meeting,  a  simple, 
reasonable  and  concise  code  of  building  standards;  viz[ 
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structural,  electrical  and  plumbing  for  consideration  for 
adoption. 

(Signed)  Richard  Babbitt,  Chairman  Dighton  Planning 
Board;  Milton  F.  Horton,  Builder;  Arthur  C. 
Staples,  Industrial  Maintenance  Supt. ;  Russell  C. 
Varley,  Plumber.” 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Francis  Torres  that  the  report  of 
the  Building  Code  Committee  be  accepted  as  a  report  of 
progress. 

(9)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Clayton  Atwood  that  the  Dighton 
Planning  Board  and  the  Building  Code  Committee  be  auth¬ 
orized  to  jointly  prepare  a  suitable  Building  Code  for  con¬ 
sideration  of  Town  adoption  for  the  next  Annual  Town  Meet¬ 
ing. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:15  p.m. 

Attest : 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Clerk 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED 

IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON  DURING  1959 


Month  Name 

JANUARY 

6  Matthew  Fitch  Reid 

9  Marie  Angela  Levesque 

13  Dorian  Windsor  Smith 

16  Pamela  Jean  Martin 

23  Ronald  Anthony  Sylvia 

26  Susan  Jane  Gustafson 

27  Lawrence  Donald  Dutra 

29  Stephen  Leslie  Fleming 

FEBRUARY 

3  Robin  Lois  Pacheco 
3  Annemarie  Simmons 

10  Keri  Lynn  Jones 

15  Gary  Michael  Mendes 

17  Charles  Royal  Hoffshire 

21  Nancy  Ellen  Hayes 
MARCH 

3  Marianne  Louise  Rose 

4  (Stillborn)  Ferreira 

7  Michael  Roderick 

8  Betsy  Clarke  Warren 

15  Michelle  Yvonne  McNulty 
21  Sean  Edward  Nichols 

30  Ricardo  Carlow  Ortiz 
APRIL 

2  Barbara  Ruth  Brown 

9  Steven  Arthur  Gallant 

12  Curtis  Raymond  Hamblin 

14  William  Michael  O’Connell 

21  Helen  Victoria  Burke 
21  Dianne  Marie  Bouchard 
24  Lori  Anne  Haigler 


Parents 

Richardson  &  Nancy  Thacher  Reid 

Henry  J.  &  Honorina  R.  Carreiro 
Levesque 

Thomas  R.  &  Beverly  Forbush  Smith 

Frank  &  Margaret  Monteiro  Martin 

Leo  Francis  &  Carol  Costa  Sylvia 

Edward  A.  &  Barbara  M.  Denbow 
Gustafson 

Lawrence  D.  &  Merlyn  E.  Jennings 
Dutra 

James  G.  &  Dorothy  L.  Johnson 
Fleming 

Paul  C.  &  Lois  B.  Pratt  Pacheco 

Richard  F.  &  Barbara  A.  McElroy 
Simmons 

George  E.  &  Jean  B.  Horton  Jones 

Antone  &  Lorraine  K.  Rose  Mendes 

Charles  C.  &  Marion  J.  Bridges 
Hoffshire 

Allan  S.  &  Betty  McLaughlin  Hayes 

Francis  L.  &  Katherine  H.  Donahue 
Rose 

Mariano  G.  &  Delvina  J.  Viveiros 
Ferreira 

Manuel  J.  &  Evelyn  Rego  Roderick 

George  B.  &  Harriet  M.  Taylor 
Warren 

Lester  T.  &  Muriel  Dufresne  McNulty 

Edward  F.  &  Lucille  P.  Menard 
Nichols 

Apolonio  M.  &  Marie  Marshall  Ortiz 

Lloyd  W.  &  Hilda  M.  Ferreira  Brown 

Arthur  E.  &  Dorothy  M.  Barry 
Gallant 

Brian  T.  &  Donna  L.  Ramsey  Hamblin 

William  M.  &  Patricia  A.  Blake 
O’Connell 

Paul  A.  &  Margaret  E.  Crooks  Burke 

Leo  J.  &  Annette  I.  Vincent  Bouchard 

Charles  F.  &  Philomena  Costa  Haigler 
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MAY 

1  Norberta  Maria  Barboza 

18  John  Eric  Gifford 

22  Rose  Marie  Carpenter 

27  Susan  Ruth  Golding 

28  Brian  Douglas  Jones 

JUNE 

12  Donna  Lee  Bickford 

14  Barbara  Ellen  Brandt 

19  Daniel  John  Allie 

21  Alison  Laurel  Dwyer 

28  Joseph  Anthony  Bolger 

29  Edwin  Douglas  Roberts 

JULY 

5  Carolyn  Ann  Murray 

13  William  Scott  Hazel 

14  Sharon  Marie  Duarte 

15  Susan  Elizabeth  Harwood 

15  Linda  Jean  Lassen 

19  Robert  Edward  Porter 

Christianson 

24  Gail  Patricia  Carvalho 
28  John  Goulart 

30  Brian  Lee  Carpenter 

AUGUST 

2  (Stillborn)  Grace 

6  Robert  Paul  Tedford 
6  (Stillborn)  Atwood 

18  Barbara  Jean  Spearin 

SEPTEMBER 

1  .  Perry 

4  Joseph  Travers 
14  Katherine  Corey 

16  Kenneth  William  Cummings 

18  Melissa  Rachel  Crawford 

19  Wanda  Marie  Knapinski 

20  Tammie  Marie  Viveiros 

21  Vincent  Francis  Hebert, 

23  Scott  William  Hayward 
28  Carl  Edward  Schultz 


Manuel  &  Marie  C.  Medeiros  Barboza 
Lewis  L.  &  Myrna  E.  Steele  Gifford 
Edward  &  Evelyn  Mello  Carpenter 
Carl  F.  &  Jean  A.  Ray  Golding 
John  P.  &  Ann  R.  Sayer  Jones 

Earle  A.  &  Mildred  E.  Vieira  Bickford 
Carl  M.  &  Marilyn  J.  Lewis  Brandt 
Arthur  &  Claire  Vermette  Allie 

John  L.  &  Albertine  L.  Swanson 
Dwyer 

John  W.  &  Carol  Alaskiewicz  Bolger 
James  A.  &  Jean  Oldfield  Roberts 

James  R.  &  Janet  M.  Fontaine  Murray 
Wililam  R.  &  Leona  C.  Heroux  Hazel 
William  &  Lorraine  M.  Motta  Duarte 

Raymond  E.  &  Edith  M.  Williams 
Harwood 

Richard  &  Edith  C.  Galligan  Lassen 

Norman  W.  &  Marguerite  S.  Porter 
Christianson 

Joseph  &  Olive  S.  Frizado  Carvalho 
John  &  Rose  Cambra  Goulart 
Alphonse  &  Eileen  Charves  Carpenter 

Edward  E.  &  Arlene  M.  Townsend 
Grace 

Robert  B.  &  Sandra  L.  Logan  Tedford 
Ernest  H.  &  Helen  E.  Rose  Atwood 

Raymond  M.  &  Otilia  A.  Neves 
Spearin 

George  J.  &  Shirley  J.  Travis  Perry 
Joseph  &  Hilda  C.  Pacheco  Travers 
William  H.  &  Mary  Evangelho  Corey 
Kenneth  W.  &  Rose  M.  Goulart 
Cummings 

John  F.  &  Frances  E.  Staples 
Crawford 

Edward  &  Alice  Tavers  Knapinski 
Robert  J.  &  Avis  E.  Fleck  Viveiros 

Vincent  F.  &  Elizabeth  J.  Torres 
Hebert 

Leonard  W.  &  Eleanor  L.  Casey 
Hayward 

Richard  E.  &  Wilma  R.  Baker  Schultz 
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29  Robert  Alan  Chamberlain 

30  Mary  Elaine  Bartley 
30  Cheryl  Elizabeth  Carr 


Elmer  A.  &  Harriet  E.  Poor 
Chamberlain 

Donald  &  Judith  McKinley  Bartley 
Everett  L.  &  Esther  G.  Sadler  Carr 


OCTOBER 

1  Audrey  Richard 

3  John  Joseph  Lavigne 

12  Alan  Christopher  Black 
14  William  Joseph  Perry 

29  Phillip  Warren  Jones 

30  Charles  Arthur  LeClerc 

31  Deborah  Irene  Silvia 

NOVEMBER 

1  Patricia  Ann  Lopes 

2  Charles  Michael  Sherman 

4  James  Walter  Haskell 

8  William  Buckley 
12  Russell  William  Green 

16  Bruce  Wayne  Sylvia 

17  Susan  Ann  McCrady 

DECEMBER 

3  Brian  James  McGuirk 

4  Gilbert  Joseph  Lopes,  Jr. 

4  Kevin  Michael  Morrison 
7  Paul  John  Sherman 

7  Ann  Marie  Meunier 
7  Amy  Jeanne  DeCosta 
7  Theresa  Marie  Erler 
28  Robert  Colin  Woods 
31  Lisa  Ann  Deane 


Andrew  E.  &  Caroline  Viveiros 
Richard 

George  F.  &  Claire  V.  McCarthy 
Lavigne 

Allen  C.  &  Ann  Greenhalgh  Black 
Joseph  W.  &  Roberta  Sherman  Perry 
Phillip  &  June  L.  Ferreira  Jones 
Normand  L.  &  Cecile  1.  LeClerc 
LeClerc 

Edward  A.  &  Elizabeth  A.  Sherman 
Silvia 


Benjamin  &  Marilyn  M.  Peirce  Lopes 
Robert  F.  &  Thelma  L.  Perry  Sheman 

Walter  R.  &  Barbara  A.  White 
Haskell 

Eldwin  &  Dorothy  Ferreira  Buckley 
Russell  W.  &  Sandra  1.  Rose  Green 
James  C.  &  Carolyn  M.  Simons  Sylvia 
Willard  J.  &  Mary  G.  Metzen  McCrady 


Robert  M.  &  Kathleen  Cole  McGuirk 
Gilbert  J.  &  Anita  R.  Charron  Lopes 
Donald  F.  &  Mary  Griffith  Morrison 
Robert  B.  &  Joyce  B.  Soares  Sherman 
Nelson  &  Shirley  O’Connell  Meunier 
John  &  Eleine  W.  Pineo  DeCosta 
Terry  L.  &  Patricia  A.  Berry  Erler 
John  C.  &  Beryl  Stephenson  Woods 
Ralph  M.  &  Barbara  A.  French  Deane 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 
FOR  1959 


JANUARY 

3  Robert  L.  Duarte  of  Dighton  and  Helen  Louise  Horton 
of  Dighton. 

17  Robert  J.  Wyatt  of  Taunton  and  Janet  H.  Silva  of 
Taunton. 

17  Robert  Bruce  Tedford  of  Dighton  and  Sandra  Lee 
Logan  of  Taunton. 

FEBRUARY 

9  William  Palmiere  of  Dighton  and  Joanna  (Paolucci) 
Rossi  of  Dighton. 

MARCH 

7  William  V.  Shelton  of  Mesa,  Arizona,  and  Florence  E. 

Walters  of  Taunton. 

14  Richard  E.  Ferreira  of  Dighton  and  Sandra  L.  West- 
gate  of  Freetown. 

APRIL 

2  Robert  J.  Viveiros  of  Dighton  and  Avis  E.  Fleck  of 
Taunton. 

11  Roger  Clayton  Leonard  of  Kentucky  and  Patricia  Jean 
Ellis  of  Dighton. 

11  John  M.  Hickey  of  Taunton  and  Joan  M.  Gracia  of 
Dighton. 

25  David  H.  Whitfield  of  Kentucky  and  Althea  M.  Simonds 
of  Dighton. 

27  Raymond  Alfred  Longo  of  Taunton  and  Josephine 
Agnes  Paiva  of  Dighton. 

MAY 

9  Richard  Francis  Rose  of  Taunton  and  Natalie  Dolores 
Costa  of  Dighton. 

Edward  Pontes  of  Dighton  and  Geraldine  Oliver  of 
Taunton. 


23 
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23  Peter  David  Procknik  of  Taunton  and  Beverly  Jayne 
Broadbent  of  Dighton. 

23  Edmund  Richard  Corey,  Jr.  of  E.  Taunton  and  Helen 
Louise  Medeiros  of  Dighton 

23  James  D.  McGillick  of  Taunton  and  Erika  Kobs  of 
Taunton. 

30  Joseph  Boucher  of  Dighton  and  Rosanna  (Madore) 
Mason  of  Fall  River. 


JUNE 

6  Danny  Carpenter  of  Dighton  and  Delores  M.  Charves 
of  Swansea. 

6  Robert  W.  Sweeney  of  Boston  and  Barbara  F.  Smith 
of  Boston. 

12  Dee  David  Thompson  of  Wisconsin  and  Virginia  E. 
Pratt  of  Dighton. 

20  David  Orin  Joy  of  Dighton  and  Claire  Lescault  of  Fall 
River. 

27  James  F.  Capach  of  Dighton  and  Frances  J.  Mosher  of 
Dighton. 

27  Donald  Francis  Cambra  of  Dighton  and  Cecelia  Tavares 
of  E.  Providence,  R.  I. 

27  George  A.  Ferreira  of  Taunton  and  Anne  M.  Vargas 
of  Taunton. 

JULY 

11  Edward  Torres,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Thelma  Ruth  Mull 
of  Freetown. 

11  James  Gracia  of  Dighton  and  Diane  Sawyer  of  No. 
Easton. 

12  Edward  Kingman  of  Rehoboth  and  Carole  Horton  of 
Dighton. 

16  Raymond  Francis  Ryan  of  New  Bedford  and  Dorothy 
Alice  (Kulik)  Fleming  of  New  Bedford. 

18  Fred  Smith  of  Dighton  and  Sydney  C.  Osborne  of  Fall 
River. 

18  Charles  H.  Buxton  of  Taunton  and  Myrtle  C.  Esta- 
brooks  of ‘Dighton. 

30  Norman  G.  Boucher  of  Providence,  R.  1.  and  Elaine  A. 
Klenota  of  Dighton. 
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AUGUST 

22  David  L.  Dupont  of  Taunton  and  Eleanor  N.  Souza  of 
Dighton. 

22  Andrew  C.  Carr  of  Dighton  and  Elizabeth  Anne  Church 
of  Marblehead. 

22  John  K.  Wood  of  Plymouth  and  Diane  Vivian  Ladd  of 
Dighton. 

29  Robert  J.  Boivin  of  Taunton  and  Muriel  S.  Menard  of 
Taunton. 

SEPTEMBER 

5  Robert  Francis  Amaral  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
Barbara  Ann  Medeiros  of  Dighton. 

5  Edward  M.  Viera  of  Taunton  and  Elizabeth  A.  Silvia 
of  Dighton. 

5  Raymond  Joseph  Gauthier  of  Somerset  and  Elizabeth 
Ann  Silvia  of  Dighton. 

26  Warren  E.  Sylvester  of  Berkley  and  Rita  B.  Jusseaume 
of  Dighton. 

OCTOBER 

10  Joseph  Lawrence  Souza  of  Fall  River  and  Madeline  Ann 
Ferreira  of  Dighton. 

10  Joseph  Lawrence  of  Taunton  and  Helen  A.  Miguel  of 
Dighton. 

10  Emerson  Howard  Strange  of  Dighton  and  Margaret 
Lucy  Aspinall  of  Berkley. 

10  Robert  A.  Renaud  of  Taunton  and  Louise  J.  Hebert  of 
Taunton. 

NOVEMBER 

12  David  Butler  of  Taunton  and  Deanna  M.  Korlacki  of 
Dighton. 

24  George  Albert  Reed  of  Dighton  and  Natalie  Valentine 
Eddy  of  Taunton. 

26  Joseph  Robert  Mason  of  Taunton  and  Nancy  Leonard 
of  Taunton. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  DIGHTON 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 


Date  Name 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days 

JANUARY 

7  Rose  Ann  Harvewood 

1 

22 

14  Charles  F.  Braley 

86 

11 

7 

27  Manuel  Dupont  Lawrence 

83 

FEBRUARY 

20  Mary  (Sherman)  Hathaway 

87 

10 

2 

25  Charlotte  G.  Hallett 

82 

10 

29 

MARCH 

4  Baby  Ferreira 

Stillborn 

5  Maryann  Louise  Rose 

2 

APRIL 

3  Sabina  (Dowd)  O’Keefe 

74 

3  Antone  Perry 

80 

2 

0 

MAY 

3  Edith  (Hollbrook)  Hooghkirk 

84 

11 

23 

14  Joseph  Gomes  Silva 

67 

23  Alexandria  (Silvia)  Viveiros 

73 

6 

21 

27  Annie  L.  Walsh 

94 

27  Isabella  (Somerville)  Cameron 

84 

7 

24 

29  Joseph  Torres 

59 

JUNE 

10  Joseph  Rodriques 

65 

3 

28 

24  Charles  Miller 

51 

5 

25 

25  Constance  (Silva)  Cambra 

82 

28 

JULY 

19  Ella  Hale  Horton 

92 

7 

25 

AUGUST 

2  Baby  Boy  Grace 

Stillborn 

6  Baby  Girl  Atwood 

Stillborn 

15  Fannie  M.  (Watson)  Tompkins 

88 

8 

11 
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SEPTEMBER 


4  Frank  Gracia 

76 

11 

4 

28  Alma  B.  (Mayer)  Hampton 

67 

4 

23 

NOVEMBER 

12  A — twin  Bargantine 

Stillborn 

13  B — twin  Bargantine 

11  hrs. 

10  min. 

23  Allen  Morton  Luther 

81 

3 

8 

DECEMBER 

7  Leland  C.  Pierce 

75 

5 

15 

20  Adrienne  R.  (Milot)  Trahan 

63 

4 

28  Lucy  E.  (Staples)  Greenlaw 

75 

0 

24 

TREASURER'S  REPORT  FOR  1959 


Balance  in  Treasury,  December  31,  1958 
Total  Receipts  in  1959 


Selectmen’s  Warrants  in  1959 


$170,303.46 

708,855.64 

$879,159.10 

713,260.04 


Balance  in  Treasury,  December  31,  1959  165,899.06 

$879,159.10 

See  Auditor’s  Report  for  detailed  list  of  receipts  and 
expenditures. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 
Town  Treasurer 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1959 


Males 

281 

Females 

33 

Spayed  Females 

99 

Kennels 

5 
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George  H.  Horton  .  100.00  181.34  5.48  186.82  8.00  178.82 

E.  &  J.  Lincoln .  200.00  217.38  6.66  223.94  6.00  217.94 

Gilbert  Strange  .  300.00  305.65  8.05  313.70  9.00  304.70 

Josiah  R.  Talbot  .  100.00  166.97  5.45  172.42  172.42 

Emery  White  .  100.00  108.08  3.26  111.34  2.00  109.34 
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John  H.  Horton  .  100.00  116.90  3.81  120.71  2.50  118.21 

Nelson  Horton  .  100.00  170.07  5.13  175.20  2.50  172.70 

Job  Pauli  .  100.00  133.50  4.35  137.85  137.85 
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Wendell  Weed  .  100.00  117.71  3.77  121.48  4.00  117.48 

Williams  Lot  .  100.00  186.40  6.07  191.47  4.00  187.47 

Rufus  P.  Horton  400.00  400.00  400.00 
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JURY  LIST  1959-1960 


Name 

Occupation 

Address 

Post  Office 

Allie,  Joseph  A. 

Self-employed 

Muddy  Cove 

Dighton 

Andrews,  Blanche 

At  Home 

55  Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Andrews,  William 

Conservation  Service 

Wellington  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Bacon,  James 

Self-employed 

Smith  St. 

Dighton 

Brewer,  Earl  W. 

Chem.  Opr. 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Cash,  Frank 

Truck  Driver 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Chase,  Persis 

Compressor  Opr. 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Cobb, John 

Jewelry  Supervisor 

108  Cedar  St. 

Dighton 

Costa,  Roger 

Shipper 

Center  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Cummings,  Eleanor  F. 

At  Home 

131  Lincoln  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Denbow,  Sherlock  W. 

Farmer 

Williams  St. 

Dighton 

Donle,  Catherine 

At  Home 

GO  Pine  St. 

Dighton 

Duarte.  Emma 

At  Home 

Williams  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Dutra,  Seth 

Farmer 

Muddy  Cove 

Dighton 

Gilbert,  Charles  M. 

Self-employed 

35  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Grace,  Edward  E. 

Laborer 

Milk  St. 

Dighton 

Gracia,  John 

Chem.  Opr. 

Muddy  Cove 

Dighton 

Heinig,  Mary  I. 

At  Home 

57  Summer  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Hey  wood,  James  V. 

Credit  &  Office  Mgr. 

251  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Hodson,  James  F. 

Tool  Grinder 

Spring  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Hurwitz,  Dorothy 

At  Home 

49  Summer  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Knott,  George 

Textile  Worker 

31  Bedford  St. 

No.  Dighton 

McCarthy,  William  K., 

McCarthy,  William  K., 

Sr. 

McNulty,  Lester  T. 

Adv.  Solicitor 

36  Bedford  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Salesman 

36  Bedford  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Laborer 

258  Lincoln  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Miguel,  George 

Farmer 

35  Hart  St. 

Dighton 

Miller,  Dorothy  M. 

At  Home 

43  Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Morey,  Alfred 

Machine  Opr. 

59  Pine  St. 

Dighton 

Nascimento,  Hilda 

Clerk 

64  Pine  St. 

Dighton 

O’Connor,  Francis  G. 

J ourneyman  Electrician  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Pires,  John 

Farmer 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Ross,  Norman 

Cranston  Print  Works 

Center  St. 

Segreganset 

Sandager,  William 

Product  Engineer 

Williams  St. 

Dighton 

Simas,  John 

Maintenance  Mechanic 

269  Summer  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Sylvia,  James  C. 

Truck  Driver 

18  Main  St. 

Dighton 

Tedford,  Mary  L. 

At  Home 

7  Summer  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Torres,  Wilhelmina 

Unemployed 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Wall,  Selma 

At  Home 

76  Mt.  Hope  St. 

No.  Dighton 
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JURORS  DRAWN  DURING  1959 


January  7,  1959 

Margaret  S.  DeMarco,  403  Spring  St.,  No.  Dighton,  House¬ 
wife. 

Ora  Hathaway,  Somerset  Ave.,  No.  Dighton,  Housewife. 

Charles  W.  Harris,  Somerset  Ave.,  No.  Dighton,  Self- 
employed. 

Harry  F.  Willis,  1  Forest  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Maintenance 
Foreman. 

February  4,  1959 

Mary  M.  Allie,  Muddy  Cove,  Dighton,  Housewife 

March  11,  1959 

Mary  Hathaway,  Center  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Housewife. 

April  1,  1959 

Clemence  Candelet,  Somerset  Ave.,  Segreganset,  House¬ 
wife. 

May  6,  1959 

Hazel  W.  Horton,  Williams  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Housewife. 

Doris  Stronstrom,  Williams  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Billing 
Clerk. 

August  12,  1959 

Dorothy  Hurwitz,  49  Summer  St.,  No.  Dighton,  House¬ 
wife. 

September  9,  1959 

Joseph  A.  Allie,  Muddy  Cove,  Dighton,  Self-employed. 

October  7,  1959 

John  Gracia,  Muddy  Cove,  Dighton,  Chem.  Opr. 

November  4,  1959 

James  V.  Heywood,  251  School  St.,  No.  Dighton,  Credit 
&  Office  Mgr. 

December  14,  1959 

James  C.  Sylvia,  18  Main  St.,  Dighton,  Truck  Driver. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


37 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


Our  annual  report  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  for  the  year 
of  1959  is  as  follows: 


Appropriations 


To  be  raised  by  taxation  §464,903.73 

To  be  taken  from  available  funds: 

Voted  in  1958  §3,043.88 

Voted  in  1959  57,781.96 


-  60,825.84 

Overdrawn  accounts  in  1958  4,324.65 

State  taxes  4,878.60 

County  tax  and  underestimates  17,546.16 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  assessment  9,625.30 

Overlay  14,630.29 

Amount  to  be  raised 


§576,734.57 


Estimated  Receipts 


Income  tax 

52,886.71 

Corporation  taxes 

31,641.00 

Old  Age  tax 

1,257.07 

Motor  vehicle  and  trailer  excise 

40,989.78 

Licenses 

3,026.35 

Fines 

59.20 

Charities 

2,546.73 

Old  age  assistance 

24,390.34 

Veterans’  services 

1,940.67 

School 

59,669.97 

Interest 

829.03 

State  assistance  for 

school  construction 

11,792.02 

Farm  animal  excise 

200.52 

Overestimates  of  1958 

20.51 

Transferred  from  available  funds 

60,825.84 

Total  estimated  receipts  §292,075.74 

Net  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes 


§284,658.83 
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Number  of  Polls — 1060 
Taxes  assessed 
on  Polls 

Value  of  Personal 
Property 
Taxes  assessed 
on  Personal 
Value  of  Real  Estate 
Taxes  assessed 
on  Real  Estate 

Total  Valuation 
Total  Taxes 


$2,120.00 

$535,592.00 

31,600.00 

4,253,192.00 

250,938.83 

$4,788,784.00 


Tax  Rate — $59.00  per  M 


Total  number  of  persons  assessed 
Number  of  acres  of  land  assessed 
Number  of  Dwelling  houses  assessed 
Number  of  businesses  assessed 
Value  of  exempt  property 
Stock  in  trade 
Machinery 
Livestock 

All  other  tangible  personal  property 

Value  of  land 

Value  of  buildings 

Number  of  horses 

Number  of  .cattle 

Number  of  sheep 

Number  of  fowl 

Taxes  assessed  on  motor  vehicles  and  trailers 


North  Dighton  Fire  District 

Appropriations  $18,321.00 

State  Audit  91.74 

Overlay  400.48 

Amount  to  be  raised  ~ 

Estimated  receipts  10,849.50 

Net  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes 


$284,658.83 


1,128 

11,572 

930 

49 

$2,002,237.00 

$57,675.00 

$27,200.00 

$6,958.75 

$443,759.00 

$662,180.00 

$3,591,112.00 

3 

11 

16 

3,675 

$35,640.36 


$18,813.22 

10,849.50 


$7,963.72 
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Value  of  personal 
property 

Taxes  on  personal 
Value  of  real  estate 
Taxes  on  real  estate 


Total  valuation 
Total  taxes 


$28,175.00 

1,488,627.00 


$147.92 

7,815.80 


$1,516,802.00 
Tax  Rate — $5.25  per  M 


$7,963.72 


Dighton  Electric  Light  District 


Appropriations 

State  Audit 

Overlay 

$3,697.50 

44.48 

114.42 

$3,856.40 

Gross  amount  to  be  raised 

Estimated  receipts 

None 

Net  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes 

$3,856.40 

Value  of  personal 
property 

Taxes  on  personal 
Value  of  real  estate 
Taxes  on  real  estate 

$311,718.00 

$1,524,400.00 

$654.63 

3,201.77 

\ 

Total  valuation 

Total  taxes 

$1,836,118.00 

$3,856.40 

Tax  -Rate — $2.10  per  M 


Dighton  Water  District 


Appropriations  $44,956.45 

Transferred  from  available  funds  1,136.28 

State  Audit  136.29 

Overlay  631.77 

Gross  amount  to  be  raised 

Estimated  receipts  17,708.76 

Transfers  1,136.28 


$46,860.79 

18,845.04 


Net  amount  to  be  raised 


$28,015.75 
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Value  of  personal 
property 

Taxes  on  personal 
Value  of  real  estate 
Taxes  on  real  estate 


$317,868.00 

$4,211.82 

1,796,460.00 

23,803.93 


Total  valuation  $2,114,328.00 

Total  taxes  $28,015.75 

Water  Liens  added  to  taxes  57.27 

Tax  Rate — $13.25  per  M 

Respectfully  submitted. 


HAROLD  MENDOZA 
HOWELL  S.  CARR 
LEO  T.  PIVIROTTO 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1959. 

Total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  17,043 

Adult  books  9,023 

Juvenile  books  7,498 

Magazines  522 

Number  of  persons  using  reading  room  904 

Collected  in  fines  $52.03 

During  the  year  251  books  were  added,  twelve  of  which 
were  gifts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMILY  C.  PILLING, 

Librarian 


1959 


THE  SOURCE  OF  THE 

TAX  $ 

Taxes  and  Revenue 

Total 

% 

Motor  Vehicle  Revenue 

$  29,671.49 

5. 

Polls,  Personal  and  Real  Estate 

277,553.31 

47.2 

Public  Assistance  Revenue 

31,974.62 

5.4 

U.  S.  Grants 

24,009.53 

4.2 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts: 

Misc.  Taxes,  School  Aid  and  Transportation 

140,234.45 

24. 

School  Revenue  (Tuition) 

25,864.84 

4.3 

Highway  Revenue 

51,346.98 

8.7 

Miscellaneous: 

Interest,  Licenses,  Refunds 

7,062.74 

1.2 

$587,717.96 

100.00 

THE  SOURCE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  TAX  $ 


Taxes 

% 

Industry 

$  88,792.46 

31.34 

Public  Utilities 

28,656.83 

10.12 

Individuals 

165,894.31 

58.54 

$283,343.60 

100.00 

THE  TOP  3  OF 

INDUSTRY 

Name 

Amount  of 

%  of  Total 

Taxes  Real  Estate 

Dighton  Industries,  Inc. 

$  37,112.89 

13.11 

Arnold  Hoffman  Co. 

35,618.30 

12.60 

Taunton  Greyhound  Assoc. 

15,445.90 

5.45 

Average  Individual  Taxes 

$152.62 

TAX  COLECTOR'S  REPORT 
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Paid  Treasurer  2,217.18  7,715.88  235,129.79 

Abatements  85.86  192.64  5,222.39 
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-Total  137.12 

Paid'  Treasurer  123.92 

Balance  due  December  31, 1959  13.20 

Total  137.12 
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Paid  Treasurer  2.45  .91  3.09  630.64 

Abatement  14.70 

Balance  due  December  31, 1959  2.15  1.30  9.96 

Total  3^  655.30 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STREET  DEPARTMENT 


Street  Department 

Superintendent  of  Streets  and  Expenses 
Beacons 

Snow  Plowing  and  Sanding 

Equipment,  Signs  and  Repairs 

Traffic  lines  on  Streets 

Labor  and  Materials  billed  to  Water  Dept. 

Various  Streets,  Miscellaneous 


Road  Machinery 

A' 

Equipment,  Gas,  Oil,  Miscellaneous 

Chapter  90 — Elm  St. 
Elm  St.  Construction  1958 
Elm  St.  Construction  1959 


Highway  Garage  Construction 

Payrolls 

Equipment,  Materials,  Supplies 


Chapter  90 — Maintenance 

Center  St. 

Elm  St. 

Lincoln  Ave. 

Main  St. 

Pleasant  St. 

Spring  St. 

Wellington  St. 

Williams  St. 


$  240.00 

227.30 
2,458.02 
4,272.48 
500.00 
1,295.00 
3,866.74 


$12,859.54 


$  3,985.19 

$  298.96 

36,255.82 

$36,554.78 


$  1,443.22 
7,682.11 


$9,125.33 


$  32.00 

422.75 
92.30 
954.27 
59.40 
841.47 
48.00 
2,649.29 


$  5,099.48 
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Chapter  81 


Andrews  St. 

33.40 

Bedford  St. 

25.20 

Brook  St. 

650.95 

Briggs  St. 

44.90 

Cedar  St. 

185.60 

Center  St. 

3,776.93 

Chase  St. 

118.80 

Chace  Ave. 

381.14 

Chestnut  St. 

238.00 

Cobbs  Lane 

12.80 

Elm  St. 

578.51 

Forest  St. 

111.80 

Hart  St. 

278.30 

Horton  St. 

191.60 

Lewis  St. 

46.20 

Lincoln  Ave. 

928.65 

Main  St. 

667.90 

Maple  St. 

58.85 

Milk  St. 

1,317.84 

Millers  Lane 

83.00 

Middle  St. 

600.99 

Mt.  Hope  St. 

27.20 

Muddy  Cove 

8.00 

North  St. 

16.65 

Oak  St. 

70.85 

Park  St. 

79.60 

Pearl  St. 

79.60 

Pleasant  St. 

919.65 

Pine  St. 

20.00 

Prospect  St. 

27.20 

School  St. 

113.00 

Smith  St. 

3,351.48 

Somerset  Ave. 

66.40 

Spring  St. 

423.40 

Riverside  Ave. 

12.80 

Summer  St. 

288.80 

Rose  Terrace 

12.80 

Tremont  St. 

40.00 
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To  cope  with  this,  we  have  started  a  series  of  road  blocks, 
which  have  shown  good  results  and  will  be  continued. 

During  the  year  there  were  several  breaks  in  town.  With 
the  cooperation  of  the  State  Police  and  other  Police  Depart¬ 
ments,  these  breaks  have  been  solved  and  the  men  responsible 
are  now  in  custody  awaiting  trial. 

During  the  year  I  have  attended  conferences  with  Police 
Chiefs  and  Federal  Law  Enforcement  Agencies.  This  has 
been  most  helpful  in  maintaining  mutual  aid  between  cities 
and  towns. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  MASON, 

Chief  of  Police 


REPORT  OF  DOG  OFFICER 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

All  complaints  of  dogs  were  taken  care  of  satisfactorily. 

I  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Albert  Coimbra, 
Bristol  County  Dog  Officer,  on  November  13,  1959  that  on 
January  18,  1960  all  impounded  dogs  that  have  been  held  for 
the  required  ten  days  according  to  Chapter  140,  Section  151, 
will  be  turned  over  to  Mr.  Kenneth  Kaligian  for  delivery  to 
the  animal  farm  at  Harvard  Medical  School  where  they  will 
be  disbursed  to  schools  and  laboratories  as  shown  in  Chapter 
298,  49-A— 272  Acts  of  1957. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  MASON, 

Dog  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  CIVILIAN  DEFENSE  DIRECTOR 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Dighton: 

A  radioactivity  course,  given  by  Mrs.  Ethel  Bickford, 
was  held  at  the  No.  Fire  Station  in  January.  All  of  the 
regular  firemen  took  advantage  of  this  course. 

In  February  an  auxiliary  police  force  was  formed, 
selected  by  the  Civil  Defense  Director,  approved  by  the 
Selectmen  and  sworn  in  by  the  chief  of  police.  Although  they 
are  volunteers,  they  work  with  the  regular  Police  Department 
and  deserve  our  cooperation.  Members  of  the  Civil  Defense 
Auxiliary  Police  force  are  Frank  Vincent,  Capt. ;  Manuel  Syl¬ 
via,  Lieut. ;  John  Evangelho,  John  White,  Arthur  Manley, 
George  Gray,  William  Costa,  Anthony  Andrews,  Joseph  Vin¬ 
cent,  Henry  Descoteaux,  John  Fernandes,  and  Apolonio  Ortiz. 

The  radio  communication  system  has  been  set  up  with 
the  town  office;  Mr.  Emery  Lincoln,  radio  officer;  Mr.  Allison 
Macomber,  alternate;  and  headquarters  at  111  Forest  Street. 
Morning  drills  were  held  between  headquarters  and  the  town 
office  and  also  fifty-two  evening  drills. 

During  the  two  day  statewide  Civil  Defense  drill  in  April, 
all  Dighton  Civil  Defense  personnel  participated,  including 
auxiliary  police,  communications  system,  regular  police,  fire¬ 
men  and  schools. 

With  the  help  of  school  officials.  Civil  Defense  has  con¬ 
tinued  its  program  of  drilling  school  children  to  be  prepared 
for  emergencies. 

Civil  Defense  has  acquired  from  government  surplus,  a 
250  bed  complete  emergency  hospital  unit  valued  at  $32,000 
at  no  cost  to  the  Town  of  Dighton.  This  unit  is  stored  in  the 
Veterans’  Memorial  Hall,  and  is  to  be  used  for  emergency 
purposes  only. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  town  officials,  school  officials. 
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A  mutual  aid  drill  was  held  at  No.  Dighton  along  Lincoln 
Avenue  in  July.  Sixteen  cities  and  towns  participated. 

Oxygen  was  administered  to  a  fireman  who  was  overcome 
by  smoke  during  one  of  the  wood  fires. 

A  very  successful  Christmas  party  for  the  children  of 
the  town  was  held  at  the  North  Station  on  Sunday,  December 
20,  1959. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Town  Officials  and  the  Citizens  of  our 
town  for  the  assistance  and  cooperation  they  have  shown  in 
keeping  the  fire  losses  to  a  minimum  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRY  F.  WILLIS, 

Chief,  Dighton  Fire  Dept,  and 
Forest  Warden 


REPORT  OF  THE  HARBOR  MASTER 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Boating  activity  continues  at  a  strong  pace.  Our  harbor 
area  is  being  used  to  its  maximum.  There  are  some  plans 
afoot  for  increased  dockage,  which  may  help  some  of  the 
congestion. 

An  adequate  launching  area  for  the  use  of  the  towns¬ 
people  should  be  considered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARNOLD  B.  SHAW, 

Harbor  Master 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1959. 

The  following  arrests  were  made  by  the  Dighton  Police 
Department:  Assault  &  Battery  (5),  Disturbing  the  peace  (4), 
Non-support  (1),  Malicious  destruction  (2),  Assault  with 
intent  to  rape  (1),  Mental  Escapee  (1),  Drunk  (7),  Violating 
fireworks  law  (1),  Delinquent  runaway  (2),  Vagrancy  (2), 
Leaving  scene,  property  damage  (1),  Oper.  to  endanger  (3), 
Oper.  Unreg.  &  uninsured  (1) — Stolen  Autos  recovered  (5), 
Stolen  property  recovered  (5),  Missing  persons  located  (10), 
Warrants  served  (10),  Summons  served  (44),  Complaints  in¬ 
vestigated  (273),  Requests  taken  care  of  (218).  Eight  gun 
permits  were  issued  to  carry  and  four  permits  issued  to  sell. 

The  following  arrests  were  made  by  the  State  Police: 
Speeding  (12),  Oper.  after  right  susp.  (2),  Oper.  defective 
equip.  (1),  Oper.  w/o  lie.  (3),  Passing,  view  obstructed  (4), 
Oper.  after  suspension  (1),  Oper.  under  influence  (3),  Oper.  to 
endanger  (1),  Leaving  scene,  property  damage  (1),  Failing 
to  allow  car  to  pass  (1),  Vagrancy  (3),  Delinquent  runaway 
(2),  Insane  person  (1),  Escape  mental  (1),  Drunk  (7),  Viola¬ 
ting  fireworks  law  (1),  Malicious  destruction  (1),  Disturbing 
the  peace  (2),  Assault  with  intent  to  rape  (1). 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Town  Officials  and  citizens  of  Dighton 
for  their  cooperation  in  maintaining  order  in  our  Town. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Reserve  Officers  for  handling 
their  different  assignments  throughout  the  year,  as  well  as 
the  State  Police  under  Sergeant  McGuire  of  the  Rehoboth 
Barracks  for  the  cooperation  and  very  valuable  assistance 
they  have  given  me. 

While  there  was  an  increase  in  traffic  this  year,  there  were 
very  few  accidents.  Speeding  is  the  cause  of  most  accidents. 
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Walker  St.  23.30 

Water  St.  43.35 

Wellington  St.  572.99 

Wheeler  St.  2,502.87 

Williams  St.  861.37 

Winter  St.  16.70 

Cleaning  Catch  Basins  665.60 

Miscellaneous  249.12 


$20,824.09 

Gravel  Roads 

Rose  Terrace  595.99 

Wheeler  St.  12,535.08 

Miscellaneous  2,220.24 


$15,251.31 


REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1959. 

I  have  tested,  adjusted  and  sealed  the  following: 

27  scales — 10  adjusted 

5  weights 

6  capacity  measures 

11  automatic  measuring  devices 
4  bulk  milk  storage  tanks 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Dighton  Fire 
Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1959. 

The  Department  received  88  calls  as  follows:  Chimney 
Fires  (2),  Inhalator  for  baby  in  automobile  D.O.A.  (1),  Barns 
(2),  Brush  (16),  Bon-fire  (1),  Buildings  (6) ,  Dump  (1),  False 
alarms  (3),  Grass  (27),  Greenhouse  (1),  Industrial  lift  truck 
(1),  Leaking  acid  (1),  Mutual  aid  to  Taunton  (2),  Needless 
calls  (3),  Oil  burners  (2),  Rubbish  (4),  Rags  in  truck  (1), 
Storage  (1),  Transformers  (1),  Wash  road,  gasoline  spilled 
from  tank  truck  (1),  Wash  glass  and  gasoline  from  road, 
results  of  accidents  (4),  Woods  (7). 

The  following  are  approximate  figures  on  the  amount  of 
materials  and  equipment  used:  31,150  gallons  of  water,  11,050 
feet  of  Booster  hose,  12,350  feet  of  Forestry  hose,  4,650  feet 
of  11/2^^  hose,  4,450  feet  of  21/2 ''  hose,  172  feet  ladders,  18 
hydrants. 

Permits  issued:  Bottled  gas  (11),  Oil  burners  (48),  Ex¬ 
plosives  (6). 

In  July  we  received  a  call  for  aid  from  Taunton  Fire  De¬ 
partment  to  assist  at  the  fire  at  Grossman’s  Storage  and  Sales 
Building.  Engine  #1  was  dispatched',  later  a  generator  was 
sent  to  aid  in  the  lighting. 

Taunton  Fire  Department  loaned  Dighton  Scott  air  tanks 
to  use  as  our  tanks  became  exhausted  during  the  acid  fume 
condition  at  Arnold  Hoffman  Co.  caused  by  acid  leak. 

During  the  threat  of  a  hurricane  or  bad  storm  in  October, 
preparations  were  made  to  render  whatever  assistance  might 
be  required  of  the  Department 
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chief  of  police,  police  department,  fire  department,  civil  de¬ 
fense  personnel  and  all  others  who  have  assisted  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  E.  REBELLO, 

Civil  Defense  Director 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIGHTON  AMBULANCE 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Dighton  Am¬ 
bulance  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1959. 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  made  80  trips  as  follows : 
To — Beth  Israel  Hospital,  Boston  (1)  ;  Bristol  County  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Attleboro  (1)  ;  Brooks  Memorial  Hospital,  Boston  (1)  ; 
Boston  Dispensary,  Boston  (1)  ;  Childrens’  Medical  Center, 
Boston  (1)  ;  General  Hospital,  Fall  River  (1)  ;  Mass.  General 
Hospital,  Boston  (1)  ;  Morton  Hospital,  Taunton  (40)  ;  Rest 
and  Nursing  Homes  (4)  ;  St.  Anne’s  Hospital,  Fall  River  (2)  ; 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  New  Bedford  (1)  ;  Taunton  State  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Taunton  (2)  ;  Truesdale  Hospital,  Fall  River  (4)  ;  Union 
Hospital,  Fall  River  (3).  From — Beth  Israel  Hospital,  Boston 
(1)  ;  Mass.  General  Hospital,  Boston  (1)  ;  Morton  Hospital, 
Taunton  (4)  ;  Rest  and  Nursing  Homes  (2)  ;  Patients  handled 
(84),  Patients  administered  oxygen  (8),  Patients  D.O.A.  (2), 
Automobile  accidents  (7),  Patients  removed  by  other  means; 
oxygen  administered,  patient  not  moved  or  D.O.A.  (9). 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  members  of  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department  who  have  manned  the  ambulance  during 
the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRY  F.  WILLIS, 

Chief,  Dighton  Fire  Department 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  SLAUGHTERING 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

On  April  15,  1959,  I  was  notified  of  my  appointment  and 
approval  by  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Kirkwood,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Health,  as  inspector  of  slaughtering  for  the  Town  of  Dighton 
for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1960. 

A  report  has  been  mailed  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Health,  Boston,  Mass.,  monthly.  I  have  not  been  called  upon 
for  any  inspections. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTHONY  N.  SYLVIA, 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Animals  for  the  year  1959 
is  as  follows: 

I  visited  and  inspected  48  barns  and  found  the  following 
number  of  animals: 


Cows 

272 

Heifers 

107 

Bulls 

7 

Horses 

15 

Sheep 

85 

Swine 

53 

Steers 

8 

Goats 

5 

The  animals  appeared  healthy  and  the  barns  for  the  most 
part  were  clean.  The  inspection  book  was  mailed  to  the 
Division  of  Livestock  Disease  Control,  41  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  on  December  19,  1959. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTHONY  N.  SYLVIA, 

Inspector  of  Animals 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton : 

The  Public  Assistance  Program  was  administered  for  the 
various  categories  of  relief  in  the  usual  manner  according  to 
State  Standards  of  Assistance. 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  aided  3  cases,  representing  7 
persons  with  total  expenditures  of  $6,196.38.  The  Town  ap¬ 
propriation  of  $3,800.00  was  exceeded  by  the  sum  of  $338.88, 
which  was  transferred  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  Dis¬ 
ability  Assistance.  The  amount  of  $2,057.50  was  received 
from  U.  S.  Grants,  with  State  reimbursement  amounting  to 
$1,922.66. 

DisabilityAssistance  aided  6  cases,  with  total  expendi¬ 
tures  of  $6,335.06.  The  Town  appropriation  of  $3,000.00  was 
insufficient;  therefore,  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  was  transferred 
from  the  Appropriated  Reserve  Account  to  meet  additional 
requirements  for  this  category.  Reimbursements  from  U.  S. 
Grants  amounted  to  $2,563.00,  with  State  participation  of 
$1,985.09. 

General  Relief  aided  16  cases,  representing  49  persons, 
with  expenditures  of  $7,905.25 ;  and  in  addition,  the  sum  of 
$4,192.21  for  outside  relief,  made  total  payments  $12,097.46. 
The  Town  appropriation  of  $8,000.00  was  exceeded  due  to 
amount  paid  for  outside  relief;  hence,  it  was  necessary  to 
transfer  from  the  unexpended  balance  of  Old  Age  Assistance 
account  the  sum  of  $4,097.46.  Reimbursements  in  the  amount 
of  $2,004.02  were  received  from  the  State  for  unsettled  cases. 
Accounts  receivable  are  also  due  from  other  cities  and  towns 
for  aid  rendered. 

Old  Age  Assistance  aided  42  cases  during  the  year,  with 
total  expenditures  of  $40,633.08  plus  $653.12  for  outside 
relief,  which  was  paid  to  other  cities  and  towns.  The  Town 
appropriation  of  $29,000.00  showed  a  substantial  balance  of 
$4,354.47,  due  to  decrease  in  case  load.  Federal  U.  S.  Grants 
for  aid  amounted  to  $16,577.52,  with  State  reimbursements  of 
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$18,360.81.  Reimbursements  are  also  due  from  other  cities 
and  towns  for  settled  cases. 

Since  legal  settlements  are  involved  in  the  categories  of 
General  Relief  and  Old  Age  Assistance,  expenditures  do  not 
indicate  the  net  cost  to  the  Town.  To  determine  the  cost  of 
these  categories,  consideration  must  be  given  to  revenue 
received,  such  as  reimbursements  from  other  cities  and  towns 
for  settled  cases,  and  State  reimbursements  for  unsettled 
cases.  The  method  and  procedure  of  acquiring  all  of  the 
facts  and  information  relative  to  the  recipient  is  of  greatest 
importance  in  establishing  the  legal  settlement.  State  reim¬ 
bursements,  as  well  as  U.  S.  Grants,  are  also  received  for  all 
cases  receiving  Aid  to  Dependent  Children,  Disability  and 
Old  Age  Assistance.  The  Federal  U.  S.  Grants  are  directly 
applied  to  their  respective  accounts,  thus  reducing  the  Town 
appropriations  for  aid  and  administration  costs. 

Sincere  thanks  are  expressed  to  the  personnel  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  District  #5,  and  the 
Bureau  of  Accounts  for  continued  assistance  and  courtesies 
rendered  to  this  department. 

The  usual  contribution  of  $500.00  donated  by  the  Taunton 
Greyhound  Association  for  a  Christmas  Fund  is  gratefully 
acknowledged  and  appreciated. 

Appreciation  is  also  expressed  to  the  students  of 
Dighton  High  School,  for  gifts  of  clothing  purchased  for  the 
needy  at  Christmas.  The  contributions  of  food,  clothing  and 
toys  donated  by  the  Boy  Scouts,  other  organizations,  and 
individuals,  are  also  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

The  efficiency  and  cooperation  of  Town  Officials  and 
personnel  is  gratifying. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 

Chairman, 

CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 
FRANCIS  J.  TORRES, 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 
BELLA  M.  BOUCHER, 

Social  Worker 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Planning  Board  met  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  appoint,  by  vote,  Albert  Gramm  of  School  Street  as  fifth 
member  of  the  Board. 

At  the  organizational  meeting,  Richard  Babbitt  was 
elected  Chairman  and  Milton  Kossoi  was  made  clerk  of  the 
Board. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  governing  the  subdivision  of 
land  in  the  Town  of  Dighton  were  revised  to  more  thoroughly 
coincide  with  the  amended  General  Laws. 

Application  forms  were  filed  with  all  plans  submitted  for 
endorsement,  one  copy  of  form  being  filed  with  the  Town 
Clerk. 

There  were  (8)  plans  signed  not  requiring  approval,  (2) 
approved  under  the  Subdivision  Control  Law,  and  (1)  plan 
for  alteration  of  street  approved. 

The  Planning  Board  signed  all  building  permits.  Earle 
and  Eleanor  Smith's  plan  of  a  subdivision  of  land  for  dwelling 
purposes  with  the  construction  of  a  way  is  the  first  sub¬ 
division  of  this  type  to  be  approved  by  a  Planning  Board  of 
the  Town  of  Dighton. 

A  representative  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Commerce,  George  Tzizid,  Planning  Engineer  of  the  Planning 
Division,  attended  our  May  21st  meeting. 

The  Board  met  with  the  Rehoboth  Planning  Board  at 
Rehoboth  where  a  representative  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  answered  questions  pertaining  to  the  subdivision 
law. 

Besides  meeting  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  during  the 
year,  the  Board  met  with  the  Board  of  Health,  Dighton  Fire¬ 
men's  Association,  and  attended  the  inspection  of  the  Park 
area.  Meetings  of  the  Federation  and  Regional  Associations 
were  attended. 
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The  Planning  Board  and  Building  Code  Committee  held 
joint  meetings  in  setting  up  the  Building  Code,  a  report  of 
this  will  be  presented  at  the  annual  Town  Meeting. 

After  a  careful  and  prolonged  study,  a  system  for  the 
numbering  of  houses  in  the  Town  of  Dighton  was  devised  and 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  successful  operation  of  the  Planning  Board  was  due 
to  the  fine  cooperation  of  the  Planning  Board  members,  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  the  Board  of  Assessors,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Rose,  Mrs.  Isabel  Burgmann,  Mr.  Percy  Simmons  and  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Commerce. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  BABBITT,  Chairman 
MILTON  KOSSOI,  Clerk 
JUNE  HAMBLY 
MILTON  HORTON 
ALBERT  GRAMM 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  NURSE 


To  the  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen : 

Three  clinics  for  the  immunization  against  Polio  were 
held  during  1959,  and  197  children  and  adults  completed 
the  treatment.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  program  in  1955, 
approximately  1450  people  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
service.  One  hundred  and  eighty  four  children  received 
treatment  for  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus.  Forty  two  children  were  vaccinated  against 
small-pox.  There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  contagious 
diseases  during  1959. 

I  attended  all  the  lectures  of  the  in-service  education 
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program  given  by  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health. 
These  were  held'  at  the  Taunton  State  Hospital  on  The 
Aspects  of  Psychiatric  Nursing  as  It  Concerns  Public  Health 
Nursing.’’  The  first  series  of  six  lectures  were  in  April  and 
May  and  the  second  series  of  six  lectures  was  completed  on 
December  1st.  I  also  attended  some  of  the  monthly  meetings 
of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Workers’  Association  and  the 
Bristol  County  Mental  Health  Association. 

I  served  as  secretary  of  the  Dighton  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  I  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society 
which  was  held  in  December.  I  also  served  as  secretary  of 
the  Salvation  Army  Service  Unit  of  Dighton. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  their  support  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.  N. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  Board  of  Health,  in  providing  health  and  sanitation 
service  for  1959,  spent  $4,010.36  which  is  $700.36  over  the 
amount  appropriated.  This  amount  was  expended  mainly  on  a 
Polio  Clinic  which  was  held  by  request  of  the  people. 

During  the  past  year  thirty-two  inspections  were  made 
by  the  Sanitation  Inspector.  These  included  inspections  on 
new  installations,  additions  and  alterations  of  present  cess¬ 
pools. 

The  Board  was  able  to  acquire  the  services  of  Dr.  Thomas 
O  Brien  as  Milk  Inspector  to  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Henry  G.  Crapo. 
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We  wish  to  extend  the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  Dr.  Charles 
Souza  and  Mrs.  Esther  Bowden  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  the  Polio  Clinic  and  Immunization  and 
Pre-school  Clinic. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANCIS  J.  TORRES,  Chairman, 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 
CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

Board  of  Health 


REPORT  OF  VETERANS'  AGENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen : 

Benefits  were  granted  to  13  cases,  representing  44  per¬ 
sons,  during  the  year  1959. 

The  sum  of  $328.00  was  paid  to  2  Veterans^  of  World 
War  1.  Total  expenditures  to  10  cases,  representing  41  per¬ 
sons,  under  World  War  II  amounted  to  $4,076.50.  Expense  to 
the  dependent  parent  of  a  Korean  War  Veteran  amounted  to 
$1,062.00.  Outside  relief  was  paid  in  the  amount  of  $260.00; 
therefore,  total  expenditures  for  aid  rendered  was  in  the 
amount  of  $5,726.52. 

Administrative  expenses  for  salary  of  Agent  was  $300.00 
and  the  sum  of  $15.00  was  expended  for  association  dues. 

Appreciation  is  expressed  to  Town  Officials,  and  State 
Department  of  Veterans^  Services  for  cooperation  and  assist¬ 
ance  in  carrying  out  this  program. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  BOUCHER, 

Veterans’  Agent 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  HISTORIAN 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Dighton: 

This  year  I  have  confined  my  reading  of  town  meeting 
records  to  those  of  Dighton  and  Wellington  during  the  period 
of  division,  1814  to  1826,  and  the  ten  years  following  their 
reunion.  I  have  found  them  enlightening. 

The  records  of  1814  show  plainly  the  dismay  of  tiny 
Dighton  as  the  people  faced  the  expense  of  carrying  on  town 
affairs  without  a  town  meeting  house,  with  half  of  the  care 
of  the  poor  of  both  towns,  with  the  least  valuable  of  the  two 
fishing  privileges  that  had  been  sold  yearly  by  the  former 
town,  and  with  two  selectmen,  necessarily  inexperienced,  to 
be  elected. 

As  the  twelve  years  passed,  the  records  of  Wellington 
hint  the  growing  exasperation  of  the  inhabitants,  as  they,  too, 
found  their  officers  inexperienced  and  their  expenses  height¬ 
ened. 

Yet  in  both  we  realize  that  a  great  change  in  living  and 
thinking  was  then  beginning.  The  poor  were  still  auctioned 
off,  in  public  town  meeting,  to  those  people  who  would  feed, 
clothe,  and  shelter  them  for  the  smallest  amount,  to  be  paid 
by  the  town. 

But  rules  were  now  laid  down  as  to  their  care  and 
treatment,  and  articles  of  indenture  stated  that  poor  children 
must  be  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  that  boys  must  also  be 
taught  to  figure  the  rule  of  three. 

For  the  first  time,  in  both  Dighton  and  Wellington,  a 
visiting  school  committee  was  elected,  usually  composed  of 
ministers,  whose  sole  duty  was  improvement  in  instruction  in 
the  many  district  schools— sixteen  at  one  time. 

Early  in  this  period  the  town  meeting  ordered  that  hogs 
should  no  longer  graze  on  the  common  land,  and  later  horned 
cattle  were  confined  in  pastures. 
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In  the  years  when  shipbuilding  and  trade  were  at  a  peak, 
a  gradual  refining  of  social  relations  evidently  accompanied 
a  softening  of  the  harsh  living  conditions  of  the  post-Revolu- 
tionary  period. 

Old  account  books  as  well  as  town  records  have  also  given 
valuable  information.  Store  account  books  kept  by  William 
Phillips  and  Joseph  Atwood,  loaned  me  by  Russell  Phillips  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Staples  have  proved  very  worth  while. 

I  would  welcome  others. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELEN  H.  LANE, 

Town  Historian 


REPORT  OF  THE  SHADE  TREE  COMMITTEE 


There  were  forty  maple  and  ten  pin  oak  trees  planted  in 
1959  by  the  town  workmen,  supervised  by  the  tree  warden. 

All  trees  that  have  been  planted  to  date  have  been  in¬ 
spected  by  the  chairman  and  found  in  good  condition. 

We  recommend  that  the  project  be  continued  in  1960. 
We  also  recommend  that  all  trees  set  to  date  be  fertilized  this 
spring  . 

We  suggest  that  a  notice  be  sent  to  local  papers  by  March 
15  asking  for  names  of  applicants  for  trees,  and  that  a  list 
be  kept  for  future  use. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


DAVID  A.  MILLARD,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITATION  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen : 

A  total  of  85  building  permits  were  certified  by  the 
Inspector  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1959,  in  accordance 
with  the  Town’s  Building  Permit  By-Law  enacted  by  the 
Town  Meeting  on  March  9,  1959  and  effected  by  the  Attorney 
General  on  March  30,  1959. 

t 

Of  this  number  25  were  for  new  residential  construction, 
7  for  other  new  construction  and  55  of  the  85  processed  re¬ 
quired  sanitation  inspection.  In  most  cases  two  visits  were 
required  to  satisfy  the  installation  and  three  visits  were  neces¬ 
sary  on  several. 

On  the  whole,  citizens  have  cooperated  and  conformed 
with  regulations  very  well;  however,  a  better  result  could 
be  obtained  if  the  applicants  would  file  applications  at  least  7 
days  in  advance  of  time  to  commence  the  installation.  Many 
times  revision  of  plans  have  had  to  be  made  at  the  location 
and  this  is  not  good.  Generally  speaking,  the  installations 
have  been  good  and  the  following  is  recommended  for  your 
consideration : 

1.  The  Board  appoint  a  state  certified  sanitation  inspec¬ 
tor  for  all  future  installations. 

2.  All  builders  and  contractors  be  advised  to  include  in 
new  construction  plans,  provision  for  separation  of 
waste  waters  and  sewerage. 

3.  Septic  tanks  be  recommended  as  desirable  for  installa¬ 
tion  in  the  Town. 

4.  More  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  recently 
enacted  State  Sanitation  Code. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 
Sanitation  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLAYGROUND  COMMISSIONERS 


The  Little  League  ball  field  was  made  ready  for  use  by 
grading  off  the  diamond,  installing  a  36"  x  400'  wooden  fence 
to  separate  the  field  from  the  playground  area,  and  relocating 
the  chain  link  gate  way.  A  section  of  chain  link  fence  was 
installed  at  the  west  end  of  the  south  playground.  Two  castle 
towers  were  installed,  one  at  each  playground.  This  work  com¬ 
pleted  the  purchasing  and  installing  of  new  equipment  for  the 
present.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  playground  department 
four  years  ago,  new  equipment  has  been  added  each  year  to 
make  the  playgrounds  suitable  for  our  needs.  We  wish  to 
thank  the  citizens  for  their  cooperation  in  helping  us  accom¬ 
plish  this. 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  on  the  program  this  year 
was  the  baseball  outing  on  Children’s  Day  at  Fenway  Park, 
which  the  supervisors  say  was  attended  over  100%.  We  thank 
the  supervisors  for  the  splendid  work  they  did  in  holding 
varied  and  interesting  programs  during  the  summer  months. 
We  also  thank  Mr.  Charles  Gilbert,  our  maintenance  man,  for 
his  cooperation  and  helpfulness. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  D.  ANTUNES,  Chairman 
DAVID  HORTON 
NORMAN  COURCY 
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LICENSES  ISSUED  DURING  1959 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  1959 :  All  Al¬ 
coholic  Club  License  (2),  All  Alcohoic  Common  Victualler 
License  (2),  All  Alcoholic  Package  Store  License  (2),  Auto- 
mobie  Dealers’  License — Class  1  (1),  Class  II  (4),  Class  III 
(2),  Building  Permits — New  Construction  (24),  Alteration 
(32),  Sanitation  (30),  Cabin  License  (2),  Common  Victualler’s 
License  (14),  Denatured  Alcohol  License  (5),  Entertainment 
on  the  Lord’s  Day  License  (3),  Gasoline  &  Fuel  Oil  Storage 
License  (4),  Junk  Collectors  (5),  Auctioneer’s  License  (2), 
Ice  Cream  Manufacturer’s  License  (1),  Garbage  Collector 
Permits  (2),  Gravel  Permits  (3),  Gravel  Permit  Renewals 
(2),  Milk  Licenses — Stores  (13),  Vehicles  (3),  Oleomargarine 
Licenses  (2),  Oyster  Bed  Privileges  (1),  Temporary  Wine  & 
Malt  Beverages  (12),  Lord’s  Day  Licenses  (18),  Sausage 
Perimt  (1). 

A  dog  racing  meeting  license  to  conduct  a  dog  racing  meet 
was  issued  to  the  Rehoboth  Fair,  Inc.  beginning  August  24 
to  August  29,  1959.  A  dog  racing  meeting  license  was  issued 
to  the  Taunton  Greyhound  Assoc.,  Inc.  beginning  September  4, 
to  October  31,  1959. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton : 

Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  finacnial  transactions  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1959. 

Classification  of  Treasurer’s  Receipts  for  1959 
Cash  Balance  as  of  January  1,  1959  $170,303.46 


Received  from  Town  Collector: 


1956  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  $  91.40 

1957  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

454.46 

1958  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

4,801.20 

1959  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

24,324.43 

1956  Personal  Property 

$  29,671.49 

Taxes 

1957  Personal  Property 

29.40 

Taxes 

1958  Personal  Property 

35.60 

Taxes 

1959  Personal  Property 

290.58 

Taxes 

30,712.41 

1957  Poll  Taxes 

12.00 

1958  Poll  Taxes 

18.00 

1959  Poll  Taxes 

1,758.00 

1957  Real  Estate  Taxes 

2,083.51 

1958  Real  Estate  Taxes 

9,303.47 

1959  Real  Estate  Taxes 

233,310.34 

277,553.31 

1958  Farm  Excise 

24.75 

1959  Farm  Excise 

179.89. 

204.64 

Tax  Title  Redemption  162.12 

Tax  Possession  Redemption  49.25 

- 211.37 
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Interest  on  Taxes : 

Real  Estate 
Personal 
Motor  Vehicle 
Farm  Excise 


365.53 

10.87 

78.58 

.56 

-  457.59 


Total  Collector’s  Receipts 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 


Income  Tax 

48,515.36 

Meals  Tax 

1,534.50 

Corporation  Tax 

34,391.00 

School  Aid — Chapter  645 

11,792.02 

School  Aid — Chapter  70 

12,757.72 

Vocational  Education 

7,304.08 

School  Transportation 

21,884.85 

Tuition  &  Transportation 

246.77 

Temp.  Aid  & 

Transportation 

1,666.74 

1957-58  Para.  Veteran’s 

Abatement 

113.00 

Nat’l.  Defense  Education 

28.41 

Departmental  Receipts : 


Town  Nurse 

62.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

38.35 

Police  Dept. — Telephone  Calls 

3.80 

Fire  Dept. 

18.11 

Street  Dept. 

6.00 

Planning  Board 

10.00 

Police  Dept.  Refund 

32.50 

Town’s  Share  of  State 

Withholding  Taxes 

34.33 

Polio  Clinic 

419.00 

C.  D.  Purchases 

59.00 

Playground 

13.73 

308,098.40 


140,234.45 


696.82 
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School  Department : 

Vocational  Production  Fund 

2,574.99 

Vocational  Labor 

44.50 

Sanitary  Fund 

56.41 

Lost  Tools 

3.50 

Lost  Books 

21.04 

Goal  Post  Damage 

7.86 

Public  Library — Book  Fines 

52.03 

General  Government : 

Purchase  of  Building 

1.00 

Poll  Tax  Warrants  & 
Demands 

22.80 

Town  Clerk — Dog  Licenses 

885.50 

Departmental  Revenue : 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children — 

From  State 

1,775.37 

Disability  Assistance — 
From  State 

1,930.90 

Disability  Assistance — 
Administration — State 

180.95 

Old  Age  Assistance — 

From  State 

19,047.45 

Public  Welfare 

4,370.28 

Board  of  Health 

606.94 

Pump  Service 

9.00 

Fire  Dept. 

32.50 

Veterans’  Benefits — 
from  State 

2,229.72 

Veterans’  Hall 

164.00 

Street  Dept. 

1,627.51 

School  Department : 

High  School  Tuition  20,266.41 

Vocational  Tuition  5,502.60 

Telephone  95.83 


2,760.33 


23.80 

885.50 


31,974.62 


25,864.84 
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Agency  Trust  &  Refund 


Aid  To  Highways  Revenue : 
Chapter  81 — State 
Chapter  90 — Maintenance — 
State 

Chapter  90 — Dighton- 
Berkley  Bridge — 
Maintenance — State 
Chapter  90 — Elm  St. 

Bridge — State 
Chapter  90 — Dighton- 
Berkley  Bridge — County 
Chapter  90 — Maintenance — 
County 

Chapter  90 — Spring  St. 

Bridge — County 
Chapter  90 — Elm  St. 

Bridge — County 


12,079.31 

3,399.66 

1,851.41 

16,801.34 

1,851.41 

3,399.66 

2,888.47 

9,075.72 


U.  S.  Grants : 

A.D.C.  Administration  694.74 

D.A.  Administration  361.89 

O.A.A.  Administration  1,279.88 

A.D.C.  2,057.50 

D.A.  2,563.00 

O.A.A.  16,577.52 

Smith-Hughes — 

George  Barden  Fund  475.00 


Grants  and  Gifts: 

Fire  and  Police  Dept. 

Specials  17,385.00 

Christmas  Fund  500.00 


Licenses : 

Advertising  Costs  51.50 

Package  Store  400.00 


86.08 


51,346.98 


24,009.53 


17,885.00 
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Club 

1,500.00 

Auto  Dealers 

50.00 

Beer  &  Wine  (Temporary) 

46.00 

Cabin 

3.00 

Common  Victualler 

65.00 

Denatured  Alcohol 

5.00 

Gas  Storage  Permits 

8.00 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Hawkers 

10.00 

Junk 

25.00 

Lord’s  Day 

54.00 

Milk 

8.00 

Oleo 

1.00 

Sausage  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Building  Permits 

185.00 

Alteration  Permits 

81.00 

Gravel  Permits 

21.00 

Garbage 

4.00 

Trailer 

6.00 

Oyster  Bed 

75.00 

Auctioneer 

10.00 

Sunday  Ent.  License 

29.00 

Restaurant 

500.00 

Camp 

.50 
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3,148.00 


County  of  Bristol : 

Court  Fines  143.95 

County  Dog  Fund  581.96 

Boarding  Dogs  208.00 

933.91 


Miscellaneous : 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 

Funds  798.12 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund  30.23 
Road  Machinery  Fund  2,081.25 

Elementary  School 

Cafeteria  22,541.61 

High  School  Cafeteria  14,161.84 
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High  School  Athletics 

1,349.65 

Federal  Withholding  Tax 

37,539.57 

Mass.  Teachers'  Retirement 

8,846.14 

County  Retirement 

3,795.95 

Blue  Cross  -  Blue  Shield 

3,725.15 

' . 

Wishington  National 

Teachers’  Insurance 

Old  Age  Assistance 

503.74 

Recovery 

2,417.95 

State  Withholding  Tax 
Insurance  Credit  Balance 

2,985.69 

Ret’d 

64.04 

Pro  Forma  Tax 

.75 

O.A.A.  Check  ret’d 

63.15 

Veterans’  Benefit  refund 

15.00 

100,919.83 

Total  Receipts  for  1959 

$708,868.09 

Total  with  Balance 

$879,171.55 
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TREASURER'S  EXPENDITURES 

1959 


Town  Office 
Salaries 

Supplies,  Printing,  Postage 

Advertising 

Legal  Fees 

Town  Reports 

Miscellaneous 


$5,857.77 

134.06 

37.71 

189.01 

884.10 

74.22 

-  $  7,176.87 


Selectmen 

Salaries  2,000.00 

Equipment  20.00 

Advertising,  Printing,  Postage  155.74 

Dues,  Mileage,  etc.  91.81 

Telephone  129.07 


Assessors 


Salaries 

2,400.00 

Dues,  lunches,  etc. 

77.09 

Telephone 

39.06 

Mileage 

150.00 

Postage,  Supplies,  Printing 

128.83 

Miscellaneous 

34.95 

2,396.62 


2,829.93 


Auditor 

Salary 

Supplies,  forms,  etc. 
Clerical  Help 
Dues 


600.00 

5.50 

10.00 

2.00 

617.50 


Town  Clerk 

Salary  700.00 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies  126.25 

Telephone  76.52 
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Dues,  Lunches 
Mileage 


37.00 

6.88 

-  946.65 


Town  Collector 
Salary 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies 

Telephone 

Dues,  Lunches,  etc. 

Mileage 

Miscellaneous 


1,900.00 

425.91 

66.08 

23.25 

32.56 

29.00 

-  2,476.80 


Treasurer 

Salary 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies 

Telephone 

Dues 

Mileage 

Miscellaneous 


1,200.00 

438.03 

48.05 

5.00 

69.12 

21.50 

-  1,781.70 


Election  &  Registration 

Salaries  &  Wages 
Equipment  &  Supplies 
Mileage 


Town  Insurance 

Automobile 

Fire 

Bonds 

Firemen  and  Police 
Workmen’s  Compensation 


987.92 

399.24 

4.88 

1,392.04 


1,477.98 
2,478.85 
538.25  . 

346.78 

1,884.33 

6,726.19 


Dog  Officer 

Salary  50.00 

Fees  288.00 

Advertising,  Postage,  Etc.  23.60 


361.60 
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Hydrant  Rental 


Dighton  Water  District 

1,050.00 

No.  Dighton  Fire  District 

690.00 

Planning  Board 

Supplies,  Postage,  Etc. 

55.18 

Regional  District  dues 

118.00 

Veterans’  Memorial  Hall  Maintenance 

Heat,  Light,  Water 

388.68 

Repairs 

275.59 

Custodian 

176.00 

Civic  Center  Maintenance 

Heat,  Light,  Water 

145.68 

Repairs 

51.75 

Town  Finance  Committee 

Dues 

15.00 

Town  Historian 

Supplies 

27.00 

Town  Office  Repairs 

164.48 

Fire  Department 

Wages 

1,846.50 

Janitors 

360.00 

Deputy  Chief 

240.00 

Chief 

480.00 

Pumping  Service 

14.00 

Misc.  Equipment 

2,392.58 

Gasoline  &  Oil 

287.13 

Radio  &  Equipment  Repairs 

850.97 

Water 

30.00 

Fuel 

752.27 

Light 

279.53 

1,740.00 


173.18 


840.27 

197.43 

15.00 

27.00 

164.48 
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Building  Repairs 

654.20 

Supplies,  Postage,  Etc. 

85.76 

Telephone 

799.81 

Miscellaneous 

57.45 

9,130.20 

Police  Department 

Chief’s  Salary 

4,240.00 

Officers 

673.75 

Telephone 

430.56 

Dues  &  Lunches  - 

106.00 

Equipment 

352.75 

Repairs 

307.90 

Gasoline  &  Oil 

592.29 

• 

Printing,  Postage,  Supplies 

32.99 

Miscellaneous 

144.20 

6,880.44 

Special  Police 

Raytheon  Mfg.  Co. 

2,420.00 

Taunton  Dog  Track 

12,108.00 

Rehoboth  Fair 

741.00 

15,269.00 

Police  Cruiser  Account 

2,819.85 

2,819.85 

Police  Convention  &  Travel 

200.00 

200.00 

Special  Fire — Dog  Track 

2,116.00 

2,116.00 

Board  of  Health 

Administration  Salaries 

400.00 

Administration  Expenses 

11.47 

Clinic  Expenses 

686.76 

Telephone 

190.35 

Board  &  Care  at  T.B.  Hospital 

297.00 

Vital  Statistics 

197.00 

Town  Nurse’s  Salary 

1,560.00 

Nurse’s  Expenses 

48.87 

Care  of  Premature  Babies 

202.25 

Inspector  of  Animals 

175.00 

Sealer  of  Weights 
Health  Inspector 
Milk  Inspector 
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100.00 

100.00 

41.66 


Mosquito  Control 

250.00 

Town  Ambulance 

Drivers 

237.50 

Repairs,  Gasoline  &  Oil 

125.87 

Laundry 

26.68 

Oxygen,  Linens,  Etc. 

59.40 

Care  of  Town  Dumps 

Salaries 

1,872.00 

Maintenance 

286.50 

Street  Department 

Administration  Salaries  &  Expenses 

240.00 

Labor 

4,918.92 

Stone,  Gravel,  Etc. 

3,521.20 

Equipment  &  Repairs 

964.87 

Surveying,  Guard  Rails,  Etc. 

344.30 

Snow  Removal 

1,812.55 

Street  Lighting,  Signs,  Lines 

1,057.70 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 

Tender 

840.00 

Power 

12.00 

Repairs  &  Miscellaneous 

36.02 

Sidewalk  Maintenance 

Stone  Dust  and  Chemicals 

89.57 

Chapter  81 

Labor 

8,997.55 

Materials 

8,030.84 

Equipment 

3,795.70 

4,010.36 

250.00 


449.45 


2,158.50 


12,859.54 


888.02 

89.57 


20,824.09 
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Chapter  90  Maintenance 


Labor 

Materials 

Equipment 

1,004.90 

3,384.78 

709.80 

5,099.48 

Insect  Pest  Control 

200.00 

200.00 

Shade  Tree  Account 

503.20 

503.20 

Care  of  Town  Elms  - 

3,567.18 

3,567.18 

Road  Machinery  Account 

Gas  &  Oil 

Repairs 

Equipment 

931.65 

2,767.05 

298.49 

3,997.19 

Chapter  90 — Elm  St.  Construction 

36,255.82 

36,255.82 

Brush  Control 

790.12 

790.12 

Gasoline  Account 

494.82 

494.82 

Gravel  Roads 

Labor 

Materials 

Equipment 

2,333.00 

4,914.41 

8,103.90 

15,351.31 

Garage  Construction 

Labor 

Materials 

Equipment 

1,994.22 

7,031.11 

100.00 

9,125.33 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Cash 

Medical 

Administration  Salarv 

V 

4,899.27 

1,297.11 

75.00 
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Social  Worker's  Salary 
Mileage 

Postage,  Supplies,  Telephone 
Lunches,  Dues,  Etc. 


450.00 

100.00 

22.85 

12.50 

”  6,856.73 


Disability  Assistance 

Cash 

Medical 

Social  Worker’s  Salary 
Postage,  Supplies,  Telephone 
Lunches,  Dues,  Etc. 


2,400.55 

3,934.51 

225.00 

110.86 

21.65 

-  6,692.57 


Old  Age  Assistance 

Cash 

Medical 

Administration  Salaries 
Social  Worker’s  Salary 
Mileage 

Postage,  Supplies,  Telephone 
Outside  Relief 


33,297.97 

7,335.11 

283.36 

825.00 

100.00 

103.40 

653.12 

42,597.96 


General  Relief  Administration 

Administration  Salaries  566.64 

Social  Worker’s  Salary  2,408.08 

Postage,  Supplies,  Telephonee  48.35 

3,023.07 


Veterans’  Benefits 


Cash 

4,489.25 

Groceries 

215.00 

Medical 

402.19 

Administration  Salaries 

300.00 

Board  &  Care 

262.44 

Outside  Relief 

260.00 

Miscellaneous 

112.64 

6,041.52 
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General  Relief — Public  Welfare 


Groceries 

864.10 

Oil 

60.62 

Board  &  Care 

1,621.72 

Medical 

520.58 

Outside  Relief 

4,192.21 

Cash 

4,659.00 

Clothing,  Rent 

179.23 

-  12,097.46 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional 

School  District  3,745.74  3,745.74 


George-Barden — Smith-Hughes  Fund  794.00  794.00 


High  School  Library  397.18  397.18 

Elementary  School  Library  352.07  352.07 


School  Department 

Transportation  27,622.91 

Expenses  &  Salary  of  Superintendent  5,408.97 


Superintendent’s  Clerk 
Truant  Officer 

Superintendent’s  Office  Expenses 

Elementary  Secretary 

High  School  Secretary 

Elementary  Teachers 

High  School  Teachers 

All  Other  Teachers 

Staff  Expenses 

Household  Arts 

Vocational  Shop 

Health 

Books 

New  Equipment 
Supplies 
Telephone 
Gas 

Electricity 


2,021.00 

50.00 

361.00 

880.40 

1,435.98 

88,949.86 

80,698.07 

12,671.15 

135.39 

176.98 

1,469.97 

2,759.19 

3,566.25 

1,102.47 

4,329.38 

896.58 

652.87 

3,868.78 
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Fuel 

4,145.15 

Water 

522.19 

Tuition 

335.21 

Janitors'  Salaries 

16,094.55 

Janitors'  Supplies 

1,861.37 

Repairs 

1,718.28 

Boiler  Maintenance 

767.07 

Miscellaneous 

2,220.39 

Elementary  School  Cafeteria 

Salaries 

7,187.90 

Food 

14,575.35 

Laundry 

117.10 

Repairs  &  Equipment 

45.11 

Supplies 

12.48 

Transportation 

96.65 

Miscellaneous 

54.00 

High  School  Cafeteria 


Salaries 

5,785.30 

Food 

8,170.09 

Laundry 

103.14 

Repairs  &  Equipment 

11.16 

Supplies 

105.39 

Transportation 

54.84 

High  School  Athletics 


Officials 

648.00 

Officers 

124.00 

Janitors 

84.00 

Equipment 

1,561.14 

Repairs  &  Cleaning 

268.69 

Transportation 

33.13 

Miscellaneous 

355.37 

Vocational  School  Production  Fund 

Materials  2,001.01 


266,721.41 


22,088.59 


14,229.92 


3,074.33 

2,001.01 
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Public  Library 


Librarian 

600.00 

Janitor 

240.00 

Books 

539.33 

Periodicals 

46.31 

Fuel 

229.35 

Light 

62.29 

Repairs 

26.31 

Telephone 

90.93 

All  Other 

12.24 

1,846.76 

Playgrounds  &  Recreation 

Equipment 

1,197.69 

Light 

13.86 

Labor 

796.18 

Repairs 

24.08 

Supervisors 

350.00 

2,381.81 

Civil  Defense  Equipment 

256.93 

256.93 

Civil  Defense  Account 

Repairs  &  Equipment 

116.95 

Telephone,  Postage,  &  Office  Expense 

83.87 

Mileage 

6.00 

206.82 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

160.00 

160.00 

Christmas  Fund 

500.00 

500.00 

Tax  Mapping  Project 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

Tax  Title  Foreclosure  Account 

193.65 

193.65 

Tax  Possession  Account 

100.00 

100.00 

Tailings  Account 

.82 

.82 

Excess  &  Deficiency  Account 

6.21 

6.21 
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Cemetery  Trust  Fund 

Interest  on  School  Building  Loans 

School  Building  Bonds 


400.00 
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Tax  Refunds 

Real  Estate  Taxes 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise 


6,490.00 

25,000.00 

418.90 

556.63 


Agency  &  Trust 
Fees 

State  &  County  Assessments 
Federal  Tax  Withheld 
County  Retirement  Withheld 
State  Taxes  Withheld 
Teachers^  Retirement  Withheld 
Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield  Withheld 
Washington  National 
Insurance  Withheld 
Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 
Dog  Licenses  for  County 


88.08 

32,039.05 

37,539.57 

3,795.95 

2,985.69 

8.846.14 

3.725.15 

503.74 

30.23 

396.12 

885.50 


Total  Expenditures 
Cash  Balance  1/1/60 


400.00 

6,490.00 

25,000.00 

975.53 


90,835.22 

$713,260.04 

165,911.51 


Total  with  Balance 


$879,171.55 
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DEPARTMENTAL  STATEMENT 

Town  Office  Account: 

Appropriation 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Selectmen : 

Appropriation 
Expenditures 

Balance 


Assessors : 

Appropriation  3,200.00 

Expenditures  2,829.93 

Balance 

Town  Auditor: 

Appropriation  700.00 

Expenditures  617.50 

Balance 

Town  Clerk: 

Appropriation  975.00 

Expenditures  946.65 

Balance 

Town  Collector: 

Appropriation  2,395.00 

From  Reserve  Account  100.00 

2,495.00 

Expenditures  2,495.00 

Balance 

Town  Treasurer: 

Appropriation  1,795.00 

Expenditures  1,781.70 

Balance  — 


$  7,300.00 
7,176.87 


2,450.00 

2,396.62 


123.13 


53.38 


370.07 


82.50 


28.35 


None 


13.30 
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Elections  &  Registrations: 

Appropriation 

1,425.00 

Expenditures 

1,392.04 

Balance 

32.96 

Dog  Officer: 

Appropriation 

200.00 

From  Reserve  Acocunt 

200.00 

Expenditures 

400.00 

361.60 

Balance 

38.40 

Town  Insurance : 

Appropriation 

6,947.33 

Expenditures 

6,726.19 

Balance 

221.14 

Hydrant  Rental: 

Appropriation 

1,740.00 

Expenditures 

1,740.00 

Balance 

None 

Vets.  Memorial  Hall  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

1,000.00 

Expenditures 

840.27 

To  Town  Dump  Account 

158.50 

Balance 

1.23 

Town  Historian: 

1/1/59  Balance 

41.00 

Expenditures 

27.00 

Balance 

14.00 

Planning  Board  Account: 

Appropriation 

300.00 

Expenditures 

173.18 

Balance 

126.82 
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Public  Property  Account: 
Appropriation 

Transferred  to  Gasoline  Acct. 
Balance 

350.00 

350.00 

None 

Civic  Center  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

275.00 

197.43 

77.57 

Town  Finance  Committee: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

50.00 

15.00 

35.00 

Town  Mapping  Project: 

1  1/59  Balance 

Appropriation 

6,000.00 

4,000.00 

Expenditures 

Balance 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

None 

Town  Office  Repairs: 

1  1/59  Balance 

Expenditures 

Balance 

679.66 

164.48 

515.18 

Tax  Listing  Account: 
Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

850.00 

None 

850.00 

Fire  Department: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

To  Town  Ambulance 

Balance 

9,314.33 

9,130.20 

49.45 

134.68 
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Fire  Department  Special: 

Rec’d  Taunton  Greyhound  Asso. 

2,116.00 

Expenditures 

2,116.00 

Balance 

None 

Police  Department: 

Appropriation 

7,010.00 

Expenditures 

6,880.44 

Balance 

129.56 

Police  Cruiser  Account: 

Appropriation 

2,825.00 

Expenditures 

2,819.85 

Balance 

5.15 

Police  Department  Special: 

Rec’d  from  Taunton  Greyhound 

Asso.  12,108.00 

Rec’d  from  Rehoboth  Fair  741.00 

Rec’d  from  Raytheon  Mfg.  Co.  2,420.00 


15,269.00 

Expenditures  15,269.00 


Balance 

None 

Police  Travel  Account: 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

200.00 

Expenditures 

200.00 

Balance 

None 

Board  of  Health: 

Appropriation 

3,310.00 

From  Reserve  Account 

750.00 

Expenditures 

4,060.00 

4,060.00 

Balance 

None 
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Mosquito  Control: 

Appropriation 

250.00 

Expenditures 

250.00 

Balance 

None 

Town  Dump  Account; 

Appropriation 

2,000.00 

From  Vet’s  Hall  Maintenance 

158.50 

2,158.50 

Expenditures 

2,158.50 

Balance 

None 

Town  Ambulance: 

Appropriation 

400.00 

From  Fire  Dept. 

49.45 

Expenditures 

449.45 

449.45 

Balance 

None 

Street  Department: 

Appropriation 

7,500.00 

From  Taunton  Greyhound  Asso. 

Special  Light 

66.00 

From  1959  Revenue 

590.74 

From  Dighton  Water  District 

1,295.00 

From  Reserve  Account 

1,000.00 

From  Various  Accounts 

2,998.54 

Expenditures 

13,450.28 

13,450.28 

Balance 

None 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge : 

Appropriation 

1,000.00 

Expenditures 

888.02 

111.98 
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Sidewalk  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

500.00 

Expenditures 

89.57 

To  Street  Department 

410.43 

Balance 

None 

Chapter  81: 

Appropriation 

7,350.00 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

13,475.00 

Expenditures 

20,825.00 

20,824.09 

Balance 

.91 

Chapter  90  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

1,700.00 

From  Surplus  Revenue 

3,400.00 

Expenditures 

5,100.00 

5,099.48 

Balance 

.52 

Insect  Pest  Control: 

Appropriation 

600.00 

Expenditures 

200.00 

To  Street  Department 

400.00 

Balance 

None 

Brush  Control: 

Appropriation 

1,000.00 

Expenditures 

790.12 

To  Street  Department 

39.42 

Balance 

170.46 

Care  of  Town  Elms: 

Appropriation 

4,000.00 

Expenditures 

3,567.18 

To  Gasoline  Account 

150.00 

Balance 

282.82 
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Shade  Tree  Account: 

Appropriation  500.00 

Expenditures  500.00 

Balance 

Road  Machinery  Account: 

Appropriation 
From  Reserve  Account 
From  Road  Machinery  Fund 


Expenditures 

Balance 

Gravelling  Town  Roads: 

Appropriation 
Expenditures 
To  Street  Department 
Balance 

Chapter  90 — Elm  Street: 

1/1/59  Balance 
From  Surplus  Revenue 


Expenditures 

Balance 


Town  Garage: 

Appropriation  10,000.00 

Expenditures  9,125.33 

Balance 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Appropriation  3,800.00 

From  Disability  Assistance  338.88 

4,138.88 

Expenditures  4,138.88 

Balance 


39.656.94 
15,000.00 

54.656.94 
36,255.82 


17,500.00 

15,351.31 

2,148.69 


2,500.00 

500.00 

997.19 


3,997.19 

3,997.19 


None 


None 


None 


18,401.12 


874.67 


None 
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Gasoline  Account; 

Appropriation 

500.00 

Expenditures 

494.82 

Balance 

5.18 

Disability  Assistance: 

Appropriation 

3,000.00 

From  Reserve  Account 

1,000.00 

To  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

4,000.00 

338.88 

Expenditures 

3,536.21 

Balance 

124.91 

Old  Age  Assistance: 

Appropriation 

29,000.00 

From  1959  Revenue 

2,593.78 

Check  Returned 

63.15 

Expenditures 

31,656.93 

27,302.46 

To  Various  Acocunts 

4,278.93 

Balance 

75.54 

General  Relief  Administration: 

Appropriation 

2,900.00 

From  Old  Age  Assistance 

154.95 

Expenditures 

3,054.95 

3,054.95 

Balance 

None 

Veterans’  Benefits: 

Appropriation 

5,000.00 

Refund 

15.00 

1959  Revenue 

1,140.13 

From  Reserve  Account 

1,000.00 

From  Old  Age  Assistance 

26.52 

Expenditures 

7,181.65 

7,181.65 

Balance 

None 
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General  Relief: 

Appropriation 

8,000.00 

From  Old  Age  Assistance 

4,097.46 

Expenditures 

12,097.46 

12,097.46 

Balance 

None 

School  Department: 

Appropriation 

270,994.00 

Expenditures 

266,721.41 

Balance 

4,272.59 

Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 

1/1/59  Balance 

592.28 

Receipts 

22,541.61 

Expenditures 

23,133.89 

22,088.59 

Balance 

1,045.30 

High  School  Cafeteria: 

1/1/59  Balance 

623.00 

Receipts 

14,161.84 

Expenditures 

14,784.84 

14,229.92 

Balance 

554.92 

High  School  Athletics: 

1/1/59  Balance 

84.56 

Appropriation 

1,750.00 

Receipts 

1,357.51  - 

Expenditures 

3,192.07 

3,074.33 

Balance 

117.74 

Vocational  School  Production  Fund: 

Appropriation 

2,200.00 

Expenditures 

2,001.01 

Balance 

198.99 
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Public  Library: 

Appropriation  1,908.00 

Expenditures  1,846.76 

Balance 

Elementary  School  Library: 

1/1/59  Balance  220.62 

From  County  Dog  Tax  Refund  581.96 

802.58 

Expenditures  352.07 

Balance 


High  School  Library: 

1/1/59  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional 
School  District : 

Appropriation 
Expenditures 

Balance 

County  Retirement  Fund: 

Receipts 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Federal  Withholding  Tax: 

Receipts 
Expenditures 

Balance 

State  Withholding  Tax: 

Receipts  2,985.69 

Expenditures  2,985.69 

Balance 


37,539.57 

37,539.57 


3,795.95 

3,795.95 


3,745.74 

3,745.74 


398.15 

397.18 


61.24 


450.51 


.97 


None 


None 


None 


None 
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Mass.  Teachers  Retirement  Fund: 

Receipts 

Expenditures 

Balance 


8,846.14 

8,846.14 


Blue  Cross — Blue  Shield: 

Receipts  3,725.15 

Expenditures  3,725.15 

Balance 


Washington  National  Insurance: 

Receipts  503.74 

Expenditures  503.74 

Balance 


Civil  Defense  Account: 

1/1/59  Balance  169.36 

From  Reserve  Account :  200.00 

369.36 

Expenditures  206.82 

Balance 


C.  D.  Equipment  &  Apparatus  Acct. : 


1/1/59  Balance  278.60 

Expenditures  256.93 

Balance 

Reserve  Account  Appropriated: 

From  Overlay  Surplus  5,000.00 

To  various  Accounts  4,753.20 

To  Overlay  Surplus  246.80 

Balance 

Memorial  Day  Observance: 

Appropriation  200.00 

Expenditures  160.00 

Balance 


None 


None 


None 


162.54 


21.67 


None 


40.00 
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Tax  Title  Foreclosure  Account: 

1/1/59  Balance 

271.42 

Expenditures 

193.65 

Balance 

77.77 

Contributory  County  Retirement: 

Appropriation 

4,380.93 

Expenditures 

4,380.93 

Balance 

None 

Agenc3%  Trust  &  Refunds: 

Receipts 

88.08 

Expenditures 

88.08 

Balance 

None 

Playgrounds  &  Recreation: 

Appropriation 

2,498.40 

Expenditures 

2,381.81 

Balance 

116.59 

Tax  Possession  Title  Account: 

1/1/59  Balance 

300.00 

Expenditures 

100.00 

Balance 

200.00 

Interest  on  School  Bonds: 

Appropriation 

6,490.00 

Expenditures 

6,490.00 

Balance 

None 

Elementary  School  Bonds: 

Appropriation 

25,000.00 

Expenditures 

25,000.00 

Balance 

None 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund: 

Received  during  1959 

30.23 

Expenditures 

30.23 

Balance 

None 
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Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds: 


1959  Bequest  400.00 

Interest  from  Accounts  398.12 


798.12 

For  Care  of  Lots  398.12 

To  Trust  Funds  400.00 

Balance 


None 


Dog  Licenses: 

Received  during  1959 

885.50 

Paid  to  County 

885.50 

Balance 

None 

U.  S.  Grant — Smith-Hughes, 

George  Barden  Funds: 

1/1/59  Balance 

692.14 

Received  during  1959 

475.00 

Expenditures 

1,167.14 

794.00 

Balance 

373.14 

Christmas  Fund: 

Taunton  Greyhound  Assoc. 

500.00 

Expenditures 

500.00 

Balance 

None 

Total  Appropriation  Balances 

Transferred  to  1959  Revenue  6,997.63 

Excess  of  Estimated  Receipts 

over  Assessors  Estimates  2,376.59 


Surplus  1959  Revenue  Transferred  to 
Excess  &  Deficiency  for  1959 


$9,493.70 
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I  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the 
reports  contained  herein  are  correct.  The  Cash  Balances  of  all 
officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt,  custody  or  expenditures  of 
money  have  been  verified  and  all  such  books  and  accounts  are 
in  order.  The  Tax  Collector’s  report  as  published  is  correct. 
All  payments  to  the  Treasurer  have  been  properly  warranted 
and  all  receipts  have  been  recorded.  Cash  and  Securities  of 
the  Trust  Funds  have  been  verified,  all  income  accounted  for, 
and  all  payments  warranted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STAFFORD  H.  HAMBLY, 

Town  Auditor. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Term  Expires 


Harry  Hagopian,  Chairman  1960 

150  Spring  Street,  North  Dighton 

Antone  Compos,  Secretary  1962 

32  Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Frank  Rogers,  Financial  Secretary  1961 

247  Lincoln  Avenue,  North  Dighton 

Albert  R.  DeSilva  1962 

87  Winter  Street,  North  Dighton 

Wyman  E.  Hawkes  1961 

Segreganset 

Lawrence  Mendoza  1960 

Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Lawrence  D.  Dutra  1962 

Somerset  Avenue,  Dighton 


Superintendent 

Robert  T.  Roy,  B.  S.,  Ed.  M. 

Residence:  Somerset  Avenue,  Segreganset 
Office:  Dighton  High  School,  Segreganset 
Telephone:  Dighton  NO  9-4751  (Office) 
Dighton  NO  9-3912  (Home) 

Office  Hours 

Monday  through  Friday  8:30  A.M.  -  9:30  A.M.  and 

by  appointment. 

Secretary 
Gladys  P.  Babbitt 

School  Physician 

Charles  M.  Souza,  M.D. 

School  Nurse 
Esther  Bowden,  R.N. 

Attendance  Supervisor 

Howell  S.  Carr 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will  be 
limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  the  following 
January  1.  There  will  be  no  exceptions  made  to  this  ruling. 

Birth  Certificates 

Presentation  of  a  birth  certificate  is  required  for  entrance 
to  the  first  grade. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  certificate  of  vaccination  or  a  statement  from  his 
physician  that  vaccination  is  inadvisable. 

NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 
Elementary  School 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  the  elementary 
school  the  notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Station  WPEP, 
Taunton,  and  over  Radio  Station  WSAR,  Fall  River. 

High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  safely  operated  there 
will  be  school  at  Dighton  High  School  unless  unforeseen 
emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In  the  event  of 
closing,  the  information  will  be  specifically  announced  over 
the  radio  as  indicated  above  for  the  elementary  school. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The  law  requires  that  transportation  be  provided  for 
pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school  attended 
or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus  stop.  Many 
pupils  living  at  lesser  distances  along  established  routes  are 
transported  if  the  seating  capacity  of  the  bus  will  permit. 
From  time  to  time  it  is  necessary  to  refuse  transportation  to 
some  of  those  living  under  the  required  distance  when  our 
buses  are  filled  to  capacity  with  children  living  at  a  greater 
distance. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

As  Approved  by  School  Committee 

1959  —  1960 
DIGHTON 

Dighton  Elementary  School 

School  opens  September  9,  1959 


closes  December  22,  1959 
opens  January  4,  1960 

70  days 

closes  February  19,  1960 
opens  February  29,  1960 

35  days 

closes  April  14,  1960 
opens  April  25,  1960 

34  days 

closes  June  15,  1960 

Dighton  High  School 

School  opens  September  9,  1959 

37  days 

176  days 

closes  December  22,  1959 
opens  January  4,  1960 

70  days 

closes  February  19,  1960 
opens  February  29,  1960 

35  days 

closes  April  14,  1960 
opens  April  25,  1960 

34  days 

closes  June  23,  1960 

43  days 

182  days 

Schools  will  close  on  the  following  days: 

October  12 — Columbus  Day 
October  30 — Teachers  Convention 
November  11 — Veterans’  Day 
November  26  and  27 — Thanksgiving 

Dismiss  at  noon  November  25 

April  15 — Good  Friday 
May  30 — Memorial  Day 

Elementary  School  Graduation — June  8,  1960 
High  School  Graduation — June  16,  1960 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Appropriation 

$273,194.00 

Less:  Production  Fund 

2,200.00 

$270,994.00 

Expenditures 

General  Control 

$  11,053.93 

Transportation 

27,622.91 

Teachers’Salaries 

182,319.08 

Books 

3,879.95 

Audio-Visual  Aids 

48.97 

Supplies 

3,324.97 

Janitor’s  Salaries 

16,490.30 

Fuel 

4,599.67 

Electricity 

3,414.26 

Gas 

652.87 

Water 

522.19 

Music 

1,032.34 

Miscellaneous 

1,352.83 

Janitors’  Supplies 

1,840.93 

Boiler  Repairs 

768.23 

Repairs 

1,721.12 

Health 

2,759.19 

New  Equipment 

1,105.46 

Staff  Expenses 

129.39 

Tuition,  Evening  School 

335.21 

V ocational  Education : 

Evening  Practical  Arts 

105.00 

Household  Arts 

201.18 

General  Shop 

1,441.43 

“  $266,721.41 

Returned  to  Town 

4,272.59 

$270,994.00 


VOCATIONAL  PRODUCTION  FUND 

$2,200.00 
2,001.01 


Appropriation 

Expenditures 


Balance  on  Hand 


$  198.99 
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ELEMENTARY  DOG  TAX  FUND 

$  220.62 
581.96 

$  802.58 

Expenditures, 1959  352.07 

Balance  on  Hand  $  450.51 

DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL  DOG  TAX  FUND 


Unexpended  Balance,  1958 

$  398.15 

Expenditures,  1959 

397.18 

Balance  on  Hand 

$  .97 

NET  COST  TO  TOWN 

Expenditures,  1959 

$266,721.41 

Receipts,  1959 : 

Chapter  70,  General  State  Aid 

$42,898.47 

Reimbursement,  Superintendent’s 

Salary  and  Travel 

2,358.90 

Reimbursement,  Vocational  Education 

7,304.08 

Transportation 

21,884.85 

State  Wards, 

Tuition  and  Transportation 

246.77 

Federal  Funds  for  Guidance,  State  Plan 

Title  V,  Part  A,  Public  Law  85-864 

28.41 

Tuition : 

Berkley 

17,924.00 

Freetown 

1,597.20 

Rehoboth 

4,374.90 

Miscellaneous  Tuition 

896.66 

Miscellaneous  Receipts 

173.42 

Vocational  Receipts 

52.00 

Vocational  Production  Fund 

2,567.49 

Total  Receipts,  1959 

$102,307.15 

Net  Cost  to  Town 

$164,414.26 

Balance  Returned  to  Town 

$  4,272.59 

Unexpended  Balance,  1958 
Receipts,  1959 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  (fifth  annual  report  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Schools  in  Dighton.  Incorporated  herein  is  the 
report  of  the  Principals,  the  Vocational  School  Director,  the 
Music  Supervisors  and  the  School  Nurse.  It  is  recommended 
that  you  read  them  carefully  so  that  you  may  become  better 
acquainted  with  our  school  program.  Please  feel  free  to  call 
upon  us  at  any  time  when  you  have  questions  concerning 
the  program. 

Personnel 

Last  June  seven  regular  teachers  and  one  part-time 
teacher  left  our  schools.  Dr.  Lawrence  Fitzpatrick,  the  high 
school  principal,  accepted  a  position  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  Clinton,  Mass.  Mr.  Patrick  Delaney  and  Dr.  Rose 
Borges  were  granted  leaves  of  absence.  The  former  is  study¬ 
ing  at  Brown  University  and  the  latter  is  teaching  at  an 
American  School  in  Venezuela.  Mr.  Arthur  Lewis  accepted  a 
position  at  Tantasqua  Regional  High  School.  Mr.  Robert 
McGuirk  left  to  accept  a  position  in  industry.  Mrs.  Alberta 
Hamilton  left  to  be  at  home.  Mrs.  Joan  Gross  and  Mrs.  Adele 
Cermak  moved  to  Washington  and  Michigan  with  their  respec¬ 
tive  families. 

Mr.  William  Samos,  a  departmental  head  at  Tantasqua 
Regional  High  School,  was  named  principal  of  Dighton  High 
School.  Miss  Margaret  Borden,  a  graduate  of  Bridgewater 
Teachers  College  and  Boston  College,  was  hired  to  teach 
chemistry  and  physics  in  the  High  School.  Mr.  Edward 
Teixeira,  a  graduate  of  Bridgewater  Teachers  College,  was 
selected  to  teach  social  studies  and  Miss  Evelyn  Rice,  a  Stone- 
hill  College  graduate,  to  teach  English.  Miss  Jane  Unsworth, 
who  had  taught  in  the  Providence  area,  was  chosen  for  the 
position  of  girls'  physical  education  teacher. 

At  the  Elementary  School,  Miss  Olive  Kelly,  who  had 
taught  in  Salem  and  Berkley,  was  hired  to  teach  grade  6. 
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Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Mansueto  replaced  Dr.  Rose  Borges  for  a  year 
as  teacher  of  grade  3.  Mr.  Raymond  Kelliher  was  selected  to 
teach  science  to  grades  7  and  8.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Boston 
College.  Mrs.  Catherine  Donle  replaced  Mrs.  Hamilton  as  a 
part-time  home  economics  teacher. 

We  lost  some  very  good  teachers  last  summer,  but  we 
are  happy  that  some  will  return  next  September.  We  were 
fortunate  indeed  in  being  able  to  hire  some  very  good  teachers 
to  replace  those  we  lost.  It  is  our  hope  that  our  turnover 
will  be  less  the  coming  year.  People  leaving  cause  the  faculty 
to  become  less  stable. 


School  Population 

The  enrollment  at  the  Elementary  School  has  reached 
the  600  pupil  mark.  This  is  an  average  of  thirty-three  pupils 
per  room.  Some  rooms  have  less  pupils  but  several  average 
forty  pupils  per  room.  We  are  still  maintaining  three  first 
grades  and  three  second  grades  and  two  of  each  of  the  other 
six  grades.  By  keeping  the  first  two  grades  small  we  feel 
the  pupils  will  get  off  to  a  better  start. 

The  high  school  enrollment  remains  about  the  same  as 
last  year.  There  are  more  Dighton  people  attending  and  less 
tuition  pupils.  We  lost  several  Berkley  pupils  to  the  Freetown- 
Lakeville  Regional  High  School.  We  offset  some  of  this  tuition 
loss  by  accepting  a  limited  number  of  pupils  from  Rehoboth. 

When  the  Regional  School  opens  in  September  we  will  use 
the  present  high  school  for  junior  high  school.  This  will  give 
us  ample  room  at  all  levels. 


Repairs  and  Improvements 

At  the  request  of  the  boiler  inspector  many  of  the  stay- 
bolts  in  the  high  school  boiler  were  replaced  last  summer. 
Further  repairs  were  completed  on  the  Elementary  School 
roof. 
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Desk  tops  were  sanded  at  both  schools  and  desks  repaired 
and  put  in  good  order. 

Both  buildings  were  thoroughly  cleaned  last  summer  and 
improvements  were  made  to  the  grounds  at  the  Elementary 
School. 

There  will  be  some  painting  and  other  minor  repairs 
completed  at  both  schools  next  summer.  Some  work  will  have 
to  be  done  on  a  section  of  the  auditorium  floor  at  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  as  it  is  sagging  in  some  places. 

Repairs  and  changes  will  be  held  to  a  minimum  at  the 
high  school.  Changes  will  be  made  when  necessary  to  convert 
the  school  into  a  junior  high  school.  It  is  hoped  that  any 
new  equipment  necessary  may  be  bought  through  the  National 
Defense  Education  Act  with  the  Federal  Government  sharing 
the  costs  equally. 


Budget 

Although  the  local  budget  is  down  somewhat,  one  should 
remember  that  the  local  committee  does  not  flgure  costs  for 
the  high  school  next  fall.  The  combined  budgets  of  both  the 
local  and  region  shows  an  increase  that  is  comparable  with 
surrounding  towns.  Some  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  increase 
in  the  state  minimum  for  teachers  salaries.  The  minimum 
rose  from  $3600.  to  $4000.  Some  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the 
overlapping  of  positions.  Some  administrative  positions  at 
the  region  must  be  fllled  before  similar  positions  at  the  local 
high  school  are  closed  out.  Thirdly,  some  of  the  increase  is 
due  to  reimbursable  items  which  must  be  paid  for  the  first 
year  in  the  region  but  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  carry  them 
in  the  future.  Some  examples  of  this  are  transportation  and 
vocational  expenses,  both  of  which  are  entirely  reimbursable 
the  first  year. 


Conclusion 

I  wish  to  thank  the  School  Committee,  principals  and 
teachers  for  the  cooperation  I  have  had  from  them  over 
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the  past  year.  Also,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  health  depart¬ 
ment,  cafeteria  workers  and  custodians  for  the  good  work 
they  have  done  in  their  respective  departments.  We  expect 
many  changes  in  the  coming  year  and  we  will  need  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  all  to  make  our  new  program  function. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  and  that  of  the  School 
Committee  to  all  town  officials  for  their  cooperation  over  the 
last  year.  We  hope  for  their  continued  support. 

> 

In  conclusion  I  v/ould  say  again  that  the  schools  are  your 
schools.  If  you  have  any  question  concerning  the  school 
please  feel  free  to  call  upon  us  and  we  will  try  to  help  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  T.  ROY, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Mr.  Robert  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  1959. 

Our  health  program  started  with  a  physical  examination 
given  by  Dr.  Charles  M.  Souza,  of  all  boys  taking  part  in  the 
competitive  sports  program.  Early  in  the  fall  most  of  the 
Annual  physical  examinations  are  given.  The  Massachusetts 
Vision  Test  and  Puretone  Audiometer  Test  completing  the 
examination.  Notices  are  sent  to  parents  of  any  defects  found. 
Home  visits  were  made  when  necessary. 

Registration  for  pupils  entering  in  September  was  May 
4th  through  May  18th.  Sixty  eight  pupils  were  registered 
during  this  period. 

Get  Acquainted  Day  was  held  May  13th  and  proved  to  be 
very  successful  and  beneficial. 

The  Pre-school  Clinic  for  vaccination  against  small-pox 
was  combined  with  the  third  Immunization  Clinic.  Forty  two 
children  were  vaccinated  by  Dr.  Souza. 

Three  Polio  Clinics  were  held  in  1959  and  most  of  our 
school  population  are  protected  against  this  dread  disease. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  the  school  personnel  and  parents 
for  their  cooperation  and  assistance  in  the  health  program. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N., 

School  Nurse 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report^  pursuant  to  your  request, 
as  the  Principal  of  the  Dighton  High  School.  This  report 
represents  my  observations,  analyses,  and  conclusions  as 
related  to  my  conception  of  the  overall  educational  program 
of  the  Dighton  High  School.  It  would  be  impossible  to  com¬ 
ment  upon  the  educational  program  without  attempting  to 
bring  into  focus  the  effects  upon  its  incumbents  (the  students) 
and  without  attempting  to  refer  to  the  personnel  (administra¬ 
tion,  faculty,  and  staff)  required  to  bring  about  the  cause  of 
these  effects.  Thus  it  becomes  apparent  that  in  order  to 
present  such  a  picture,  the  sub-divisions  or  component  parts 
of  the  Dighton  High  School’s  educational  program  must  be 
depicted  and  those  areas  which  do  not  exist  and  might  exist 
must  be  designated. 

Please  allow  me  to  point-out  three  obvious  limitations 
with  which  the  present  writer  is  confronted:  (1)  due  to  well 
advanced  plans  for  a  new  regional  high  school  the  status  quo 
must  predominate-!. e.  the  present  high  school’s  educational 
program,  (2)  the  brevity  of  time  to  make  conclusions:  I 
assumed  the  position  as  the  Principal  last  September,  1959 — 
four  months  ago,  and  (3)  the  fact  that  this  report  is  per¬ 
meated  with  the  thought  that  this  particular  annual  report 
has  the  distinction  (this  term  is  used  advisedly)  of  being 
the  last  annual  report  to  be  written  by  the  Principal  of  Digh¬ 
ton  High  School. 

1.  ADMINISTRATIVE  ACTIONS 

The  Schedule:  Perhaps  there  has  been  no  greater  need 
for  immediate  action  this  school  year  than  there  was  last 
August,  two  weeks  prior  to  the  scheduled  opening  of  school, 
when  it  was  most  evident  that  a  herculean  effort  was  required 
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in  order  to  re-schedule  and  re-organize  individual  students’ 
programs,  subject  area  classes,  and  classroom  housing.  The 
Dighton  School  Committee  recognized  the  problem  and  pro¬ 
vided  two  clerks  to  assist  the  new  principal.  Superintendent 
Robert  T.  Roy  was  indispensible  and  whole-heartedly  assisted 
me  in  scheduling  problems.  Mrs.  Thelma  Spinney  and  Miss 
Roberta  Babbitt  indefatigably  labored  many  tedious  hours  in 
the  typing  and  preparation  of  the  paper  work  facets  relative 
to  high  school  scheduling.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  the 
Dighton  High  School  opened  on  the  scheduled  date,  September 
9,  1959,  with  an  enrollment'  of  239  Dighton  High  School 
students  and  42  Dighton  Vocational  School  students.  The 
membership  on  December  31,  1959,  was  238  Dighton  High 
School  students  and  42  Vocational  School  students. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT— DECEMBER,  1959 


Class  Dighton  Berkley  Rehoboth 


Class 

B 

G  Total 

B 

G 

Total 

B 

G 

Total 

Total 

Freshman 

21 

33 

54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

54 

Sophomore 

15 

30 

45 

6 

7 

13 

10 

17 

27 

85 

Junior 

22 

19 

41 

3 

6 

9 

0 

0 

0 

50 

Senior 

13 

27 

40 

3 

6 

9 

0 

0 

0 

49 

Total 

71 

109 

180 

12 

19 

31 

10 

17 

27 

238 

Administration  and  Supervision:  It  is  my  firm  belief 
that  a  school  best  functions  when  the  members  of  its  faculty 
are  allowed  to  participate  in  a  cooperative  manner  in  the 
administering,  in  the  supervision,  and  in  the  operation  of  the 
school’s  total  educational  program:  (1)  academic  (studies, 
courses,  marking,  etc.),  (2)  physical  (athletic,  gymnasium 
activities,  mental  health,  etc.),  and  (3)  social  (activities, 
dances,  parties,  etc.).  The  monthly  faculty  meeting  cordinated 
and  chaired  by  the  Principal,  has  proven  to  be  the  medium 
through  which  much  in-service  growth  has  been  evidenced. 
New  teaching  personnel  is  afforded  the  opportunity  to  co¬ 
operatively — in  a  social  atmosphere — learn,  discuss,  debate, 
or  freely  exhort  upon  theories  and  practices  with  their  more 
experienced  fellow  collegues.  Mrs.  Helena  Kennedy  has  acted 
as  faculty  secretary  and  is  to  be  thanked  for  her  efficiency 
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and  graciousness  in  reproducing  the  records  of  discussions 
and  decisions.  The  following  are  a  sampling  of  faculty  dis¬ 
cussion  and  planning: 

(a)  Pre-school  hour  supervision  of  students 

(b)  Lunch  time  supervision  and  passing  time  supervision 

(c)  End  of  school  supervision 

(d)  Absences,  tardinesses,  dismissals 

(e)  Activity  Program 

(f)  Plan  books  and  lesson  planning 

(g)  Six-period  day  discussion 

(h)  Line  and  staff  responsibility 

(i)  Detention 

(j)  LFnit  instruction 

Administrative  assistance:  Administrative  assistance  to 
the  Principal  is  of  a  limited  nature.  Naturally,  in  a  small  high 
school  such  as  the  Dighton  High  School,  it  is  impossible  to 
provide-for  and  house-in  extensive  administrative  assistance. 
Consequently,  Vice-Principal  DeMarco  is  carrying  a  full 
teaching  load  with  five  periods  per  week  designated  for  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistance,  Dean  of  Girls  Smith  is  also  a  full 
time  teacher  with  no  periods  per  week  designated  for  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistance,  and  Guidance  Director  Vitale  is  a 
teacher  of  social  studies  with  fourteen  periods  per  week 
designated  for  guidance  and  counseling.  For  this  much  as¬ 
sistance  I  am  very  thankful,  but  in  today’s  world  of  educa¬ 
tional  demands  and  needs  I  must  frankly  assert  that  this 
particular  structure  is  archaic  and  obsolete. 

From  the  Principal’s  Office:  Intra-school  communications 
to  teachers,  staff,  and  students  are  enhanced  this  year  by 
means  of  a  Daily  Morning  Bulletin  and  by  means  o  fthe  inter¬ 
com  system.  I  prefer  the  use  of  the  Daily  Morning  Bulletin 
(teachers  read  this  to  the  students  and  there  is  a  chance  for 
discussion  for  clarification).  It  is  my  philosophy  that  the 
inter-com  system  be  used  only  at  designated  times  (limited 
use  in  order  not  to  interrupt  classes)  and  in  cases  of  emer¬ 
gencies. 
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Morning  exercises  are  conducted  from  the  Prineipars 
Office  daily.  During  homeroom  period  different  students  (on 
a  weekly  basis)  participate  via  the  school  inter-com  in  the 
reading  of  a  Bible  selection  and  by  requesting  an  all-school 
recitation  o  fthe  Lord’s  Prayer.  These  students  are  selected, 
oriented,  and  supervised  by  Mr.  William  Sullivan  and  Miss 
Evelyn  Rice,  teachers  of  English.  Homeroom  teachers  have 
been  instructed  to  be  certain  that  the  flag  salute  is  exercised 
at  least  once  a  week. 

Homeroom  Peroid:  The  homeroom  period  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  to  fourteen  minutes  by  cutting  down  the  passing  time 
between  classes  from  three  minutes  to  two  minutes.  This 
affords  the  opportunity  to  conduct — during  homeroom  peri¬ 
od — the  numerous  activities  in  which  the  school  is  engaged: 
student  elections,  morning  exercises,  hag  salute,  banking, 
collections  for  charitable  organizations,  etc.  This  period  could 
also  afford  time  for  group  guidance  to  a  limited  degree.  This 
is  an  area  which  is  to  be  explored  in  the  near  future. 

2.  PROGRAM  OF  STUDIES 

Teaching  Personnel  Assignments:  Because  of  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  opening  of  school,  because  of  the  limitations  of 
space,  and  because  the  rescheduling  of  classes  and  the  re¬ 
assignment  of  classes  to  any  great  extent  were  impossible  to 
execute  in  a  two  week  period,  many  adjustments  had  to  be 
made  for  the  sake  of  expediencj^.  Some  teachers  were  assigned 
to  subject  areas  which  they  had  never  taught  before  and  I 
am  thankful  that  these  teachers  willingly  accepted  their 

assignments. 


Curricula  Statistics  and  Trac  kProgram  Enrollment: 

Dighton  High  School’s  Program  of  Studies  is  one  which  is 
divided  into  three  distinct  tracks:  (1)  College  Preparatory, 
(2)  Commercial  Preparation  and  (3)  General  Curriculum. 
The  following  chart  represents  the  number  of  students  en¬ 
rolled  in  each  of  these  tracks : 
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Class 

College 

Commercial 

General 

Total 

Freshman 

25 

17 

12 

54 

Sophomore 

36 

38 

11 

75 

Junior 

24 

16 

10 

50 

Senior 

18 

17 

14 

59 

Total 

103 

88 

47 

238 

Need  for  Enrichment  of  Program:  It  is  surprising  to 
me  that  the  Program  of  Studies  is  carried  out  so  effectively 
in  view  of  the  serious  limitations  of  space  and  personnel.  The 
physical  plant  itself  is  not  conducive  to  an  atmosphere  of 
positive  learning.  I  can  only  atrribute  the  actual  functioning 
of  the  program  to  the  faculty’s  teaching  abilities  and  stamina. 

It  is  apparent  that  there  is  lacking  reference  to  reading 
problems  and  curriculum  revision  in  science  and  mathematics. 
The  lengthening  of  the  sequence  of  modern  languages  (for¬ 
eign)  and  conversational  teaching  techniques  must  be  estab¬ 
lished  and  employed. 

It  is  imperative  that  “scope  and  sequence”  of  continuous 
plan  of  program  of  curriculum  development  be  immediately 
launched-upon  in  the  following  light: 

(a)  To  secure  evidence  on  present  achievements  and 
needs  of  pupils  after  graduation — i.e.,  follow-up 
students. 

(b)  To  identify  curricular  problems  and  to  carry  on  ex¬ 
perimentation  aimed  at  solving  these  problems. 

(c)  To  provide  continuity  within  each  field  of  study  (cor¬ 
relation,  if  you  wish)  throughout  grades  1-12. 

(d)  To  commence  work  as  to  the  development  of  courses 
of  study,  syllabi,  and  curriculum  guides:  DEPART¬ 
MENTAL  UNITS  OF  STUDY. 

(e)  The  provision  of  time  for  teachers  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  curriculum  development  and  the  use  of  con¬ 
sultants  where  necessary  to  assist  in  the  program  of 
curriculum  development. 
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(f)  Provision  for  funds  for  the  purchase  of  professional 
materials. 

(g*)  Adjustment  to  the  curriculum  to  slow  learners  as  to 
the  middle  group  and  to  bright  students.  HOMO¬ 
GENEOUS  GROUPING. 

(h)  Provision  of  remedial  work  for  pupils  having  serious 
handicaps. 

(i)  The  study  o  freading  problems  and  the  modification 
of  the  curriculum  in  light  of  the  results. 

(j)  Elimination  of  the  course  labels  and  pupil  categories 
of  college  preparatory,  commercial,  and  general,  and 
the  making  o  individual  pupil  programs  under  ex¬ 
pert  guidance  to  insure  maximum  learning  in  the 
various  field  of  study. 

(k)  The  improvement  of  the  general  educational  program 
by  providing  adequate  instruction  in  fine  arts  (Gener¬ 
al  Art,  Arts  and  Crafts.  Music:  Chorus,  glee  club, 
band,  orchestra,  and  general  music)  and  practical 
arts  (Homemaking:  clothing,  foods.  Industrial  Arts: 
general  shop,  mechanical  drawing,  meta,l  wood,  and 
electricity) . 

In  general,  the  whole  curriculum  must  undergo  changes 
which  will  encompass  such  courses  as  Office  Machines,  Junior 
Business  Training,  Advanced  Mathematics,  Latin,  French, 
Spanish,  German,  Russian,  Economics,  Eastern  Civilizations, 
American  Neighbors,  American  Heritage,  etc. 

I  am  sure  that  the  present  Dighton  High  cannot  offer 
such  courses  which  are  necessary  for  the  life  experieneces  to 
which  our  students  must  be  exposeed  for  preparedness  for 
modern  living.  I  am  sure  that  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional 
High  School  will  prove  to  be  the  haven  where  Dighton’s 
children  will  embark  upon  their  journeys  of  education  leading 
to  preparedness  for  modern  competition  and  modern  living. 

3.  GUIDANCE  PROGRAM 

Mr.  Vitale,  guidance  director,  has  labored  diligently  and 
tediousl}"  i  nthe  preparation  of  student  permanent  record 
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cards.  He  prepares  the  transcripts  of  students  who  are  mak¬ 
ing  preparations  for  college  entrance,  and  in  cooperation  with 
Mrs.  Helena  Kennedy  he  is  providing  for  the  needs  of  com¬ 
mercial  and  general  students  who  are  seeking  employment. 

Dr.  Lawrence  Fitzpatrick  discussed  the  testing  program 
in  his  annual  report  of  last  year.  It  would  be  redundant  to 
reiterate  the  same  program  this  year.  The  testing  program, 
I  can  state,  proceeds  as  scheduled. 

Attention  must  be  drawn  to  and  thanks  must  be  ex¬ 
pressed  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Mitten,  personnel  worker  and  field 
agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Unemployment  Service.  Her 
arranging  for  the  administering  of  the  General  Aptitude  Test 
Battery  (G.A.T.B.),  her  interpreting  of  the  results  to  every 
member  of  the  Senior  Class,  and  her  consultations  with  Mr. 
Vitale  and  the  Principal  have  been  outstanding  in  the  field 
of  private  counseling.  It  is  my  recommendation  that  the 
services  of  this  particular  branch  of  state  government  be 
utilized  and  encouraged  to  extend  its  services  to  the  Dighton 
schools. 

Present  Senior  Class  Polling  of  Interests:  A  polling  of 
interests  as  to  post  graduation  plans  indicates  the  following 
choices  pertaining  to  members  of  the  present  Senior  Class: 


(a)  Four  year  colleges  .  13  choices 

(b)  Technical  schools  .  12  choices 

(c)  Nursing  schools  .  2  choices 

(d)  Practical  nursing  .  2  choices 

(e)  Commercial  work  .  9  choices 

(f)  Hairdressing  3  choices 

(g)  Armed  forces  .  4  choices 

(h)  General  work  .  4  choices 


49  Total  choices 

In  order  to  provide  adequate  guidance  services  to  the 
youth  of  Dighton,  I  would  recommend  the  services  of  a  full¬ 
time  Guidance  Director  and  the  services  of  a  part-time 
guidance  counselor  who  could  care  for  the  needs  of  students 
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entering  industry,  student  follow-up  studies,  and  drop-out 
studies.  Also  recommended  would  be  part-time  clerical  help 
for  guidance  services. 

4.  ACTIVITY  PROGRAM 

“In  addition  to  the  regular  academic  requirements,  each 
pupil  is  required  to  participate  satisfactorily  in  a  minimum 
of  two  activities  each  year.  This  is  a  regulation  of  the  Digh- 
ton  High  School  Committee.  Compliance  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  for  graduation.” 

The  above  quotation  might  be  re-examined  in  the  light  of 
current  thinking  of  many  educators.  It  would  be  my  recom¬ 
mendation  that  the  mandatory  participation  phrase  be  dis¬ 
continued,  that  the  class  period  be  lengthened  to  one  hour, 
and  that  activities  be  related  to  the  curriculum  as  frequently 
as  possible.  Activities  could  develop  and  be  carried-on  during 
students'  study  hours  if  the  students  wished  to  devote  that 
^ime  to  them. 


5.  ATHLETICS 

Under  the  able  direction  of  Head  Coach  Dias,  Assistant 
Coach  Scanlon  (line  coach),  and  Mr.  Teixeira  (backfield 
coach),  the  Dighton  High  School  Football  Team  experienced 
a  year  of  success.  For  the  varsity  team,  statistics  point  to  a 
record  of  six  wins  and  one  loss.  For  the  junior  varsity  team 
statistics  point  to  a  record  of  two  wins  and  no  losses.  The 
Dighton  High  School's  Boosters  Club  Banquet  with  its  guest 
speaker  Head  Coach  of  Football  of  Brown  University,  John 
C.  McLaughry  paid  tribute  to  the  team,  cheerleaders,  major¬ 
ettes,  and  band  members.  Over  215  people  watched  Mr.  Dias 
(varsity  football),  Mr.  Scanlon  (junior  varsity  football).  Miss 
Unsworth  (cheerleaders  and  majorettes),  and  Mr.  Lincoln 
(band)  present  awards  to  the  student  members  of  their 

various  groups. 

Basketball  and  Baseball:  Once  again  the  Dighton  High 
School  varsity  and  junior  varsity  teams  are  competing  in 


20 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Narragansett  League  Basketball  and  Baseball.  Coach  Dias 
is  working  the  varsity  hard  as  is  Coach  Sullivan  working  his 
junior  varsity  hard — the  spirit  (aggressive,  determined,  and 
sportsman-like)  which  the  teams  exemplify  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended. 

In  1959  the  Dighton  High  School  Baseball  Team  won  a 
Narry-League  championship  and  reached  the  semi-finals  in 
the  Class  B  Massachusetts  Tournament.  The  Lions  nine,  with 
the  able  coaching  of  Mr.  Walter  Scanlon,  wrote  a  ledger  which 
will  long  be  remembered  in  Dighton  High  School's  history  of 
sports. 

Girls’  Athletics:  This  school  year,  under  the  able  leader¬ 
ship  of  Girls’  Physical  Education  Instructor  Miss  Jane  Uns- 
worth,  the  Dighton  High  School  is  a  member  of  the  Bristol 
County  League  which  comprises  a  membership  of  13  schools 
in  the  area.  The  league  offers  four  competitive  sports — field 
hockey,  basketball,  volleyball,  and  softball — for  interscholas¬ 
tic  games.  In  past  years  the  Dighton  High  School  has  been 
a  member  in  basketball  only.  This  school  year  plans  include 
basketball  as  well  as  volleyball  and  softball — all  teams  to  be 
varsity  level. 

Girls’  sports  activities  began  with  field  hockey  last 
September.  A  small  group  of  girls  was  organized  as  part  of 
the  Activity  Prorgam.  The  Girls’  Athletic  Club  initiated  their 
program  by  learning  the  fundamentals  of  field  hockey  and 
finally  scheduling  one  scrimmage  game  with  Somerset  High 
School.  Miss  Unsworth  and  her  girls’  groups  are  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  for  their  courage,  ambition,  and  stamina  in  the 
undertaking  of  such  a  wide-scale  program  of  varsity  sports. 

(1)  Basketball  schedule — 12  games  from  first  week  of 

December  to  first  week  of  March 

(2)  Volleyball  schedule — commences  during  first  week  of 

March  through  the  month  of  April 

(3)  Softball  schedule — commences  the  last  week  of  April 

and  concludes  in  the  middle  of  June 

Miss  Unsworth  and  the  Dighton  High  School  Cheerleaders 
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have  organized  a  ‘TEP-SQUAD^’  composed  of  approximately 
thirty  girls  who  attend  all  basketball  games.  Under  the 
supervision  of  Miss  Unsworth  rules  of  conduct,  sportsmanship, 
respect,  etc.  have  been  stressed.  AN  ASSET! 

6.  STUDENT  GOVERNMENT 

Student  Council:  The  Dighton  High  School  Student 
Council  this  school  year  has  been  creative,  persuasive,  and 
instrumental  in  the  discharging  of  its  control  of  student 
government. 

David  Perry,  President 
Ernest  Carpenter,  Vice-President 
Natalie  Carvalho,  Secretary 
Carl  Stonstrom,  Treasurer 

The  above  officers  have  spear-headed  many  activities 
which  have  been  beneficial  to  the  school.  Campaigns  amongst 
the  students  have  been  of  a  positive  nature:  (a)  Proper  dress; 
(b)  Christmas  collection  for  needy  families;  (c)  March  of 
Dimes;  (d)  Junior  Red  Cross;  (e)  Fixing  of  admission  prices 
to  basketball  games;  (f)  Activity  program;  (g)  Assembly 
program;  (h)  Pep-Squad  organization;  (i)  Boosters’  Club 
support. 

Plans  for  Student  Government  Day  and  Student  Exchange 
Program  are  presently  part  of  the  group’s  interest  and 
sponsorship.  This  school  year  the  Student  Council  has  asits 
advisor  Mr.  Samos,  the  High  School  Principal. 

Class  Activities:  School  dances  have  been  well  attended 
and  have  been  sponsored  by  the  Senior  Class  (Mrs.  Smith — 
advisor).  Junior  Class  (Miss  Borden — advisor),  Sophomore 
Class  (Mr.  Sullivan — advisor) ,  and  Freshman  Class  (Miss 
Rice — advisor).  These  dances  have  been  successful  and  an 
integral  part  of  student  growth. 

Class  officers  have  been  elected,  and  class  fund  raising 
activities  have  been  projected.  All  in  all,  student  participation 
in  school  functioning  is  extensive. 
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7.  EXPRESSION  OF  GRATITUDE 

Clerical  Assistance:  Mrs.  Thelma  Spinney  stationed  in 
the  PrincipaFs  outer  office  is  to  be  thanked  for  her  expediting 
of  the  clerical  work  of  the  Principal,  Vice-Principal,  and 
Guidance  Director  and  also  for  the  myriad  of  “small  jobs” 
which  culminate  and  make  her  working  day  virtually  a  full 
one.  Mrs.  Helena  Kennedy  and  her  Office  Practice  Class  have 
been  very  cooperative  in  the  reproduction  of  multitudinous 
projects  requested  by  members  of  the  faculty  and  student 
organizations. 

Custodial  staff :  Mr.  Howell  Carr's  duties  this  school 
year  have  been  implemented — i.e.,  he  now  distributes,  main¬ 
tains,  and  accounts  for  school  and  teacher  supplies.  His  com¬ 
plete  familiarity  with  the  school  plant  is  of  inestimable  value 
for  maintaining  a  clean  building,  safety  measures,  etc.  Mr. 
Charles  Leonard  is  to  be  thanked  for  his  competent  assistance 
to  Mr.  Carr. 

Cafeteria  staff:  Mrs.  Aldea  Gagner,  Mrs.  Annie  Davis, 
and  Mrs.  Fannie  Lima  possess  artistry  in  culinary  endeavors. 
Considering  limitations,  the  school’s  meals  are  aboundant  in 
amount,  nominal  in  cost,  and  nutritious  in  content. 

In  general:  Your  cooperation  as  Superintendent,  also 
that  of  the  School  Committee  and  entire  personnel  (admin¬ 
istrators,  faculty,  and  staff)  has  been  deeply  appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  J.  SAMOS, 

Principal 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  fifth  annual  report  as  Supervising 
Principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  and  Junior  High  Schools. 

ENROLLMENT 

With  the  opening  of  school  in  September,  598  students 
were  enrolled.  The  maximum  enrollment  for  the  year  was  603. 

CURRICULUM 

Each  year  at  the  close  of  school  an  exaluation  is  held 
by  the  faculty.  Suggestions  that  come  forth  are  evaluated 
and  adjustments  or  changes  are  made  in  the  curriculum  as 
a  result. 

It  is  indeed  a  positive  factor  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
following  improvements  have  been  made: 

1.  Lengthening  of  the  school  day  for  grades  V  -  VIII. 

2.  A  physical  education  program  has  been  instituted 
down  to  grade  V,  for  both  boys  and  girls. 

3.  The  addition  of  a  science  teacher  to  the  Junior  High 
Faculty. 

4.  The  Pilot  Program  in  Conversational  French  for 
qualified  students  of  grade  III. 

This  program  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Albert 
Genovese  has  paved  the  way  for  languages  at  the 
elementary  school  level. 

The  proposed  organization  for  next  year  will  eliminate 
the  following  areas  that  still  remain  to  be  adjusted: 

1.  Special  Education  Class  as  required  by  the  State 
Department  of  Education  for  every  city  and  town  in 
the  Commonwealth. 
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2.  An  Art  program  for  grades  one  to  six. 

3.  Industrial  Arts  for  boys  of  grades  six,  seven  and 
eight. 

4.  Expand  our  physical  education  program  to  grades 
one  through  four. 

The  Junior  High  Faculty  is  looking  forward  to  the  ex¬ 
panded  facilities  that  will  be  available  in  the  present  high 
school  building  when  the  Regional  School  is  in  operation. 

DIGHTON  P.  T.  A.  ASSOCIATION 

The  officers  for  the  year  1959-1960: 

President  Mr.  Marsden 

Vice  President  .  Mr.  Solomon 

Secretary  .  Mrs.  Torres 

'  Treasurer  Mrs.  Goulart 

I: 

I 

Participation  and  membership  is  extended  to  any  in¬ 
terested  member  of  the  community. 

GUIDANCE 

The  guidance  offered  to  our  students  is  a  continuous 
process  from  grades  one  through  eight.  The  home  room 
teachers,  principal  and  the  special  services  offered  by  the 
community  are  utilized  at  all  times  in  helping  our  student 
population  to  understand  themselves  and  their  opportunities. 

Our  Speech  program  has  increased  in  importance  with 
each  passing  year.  Under  the  capable  direction  of  Mrs.  Lamb, 
we  hope  to  expand  our  pre-school  clinic  in  the  fall. 

If  you  are  interested  in  our  Speech  Program,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  school  for  additional  information. 

EXTRA  CURRICULA  ACTIVITIES 

The  Junior  High  extra  curricula  activities  include  basket¬ 
ball  for  boys  and  girls,  softball  and  baseball  for  girls  and 
boys,  cheer  leading,  plus  participation  in  the  Massasoit  Junior 
High  track  meet,  which  is  held  annually.  The  direction  and 
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success  of  these  programs  are  credited  to  Miss  Clare  Hanra- 
han  and  Mr.  Francis  Lussier. 

The  Student  Council,  which  supervises  and  approves  of 
all  Junior  High  activities,  is  a  very  important  part  of  the 
school  program.  It  is  indeed  an  honor  for  a  student  to  be 
elected  by  his  classmates  to  serve  on  the  council. 

The  Annual  Recognition  Day  program  which  is  held  in 
the  Spring  to  recognize  and  encourage  students  both  in 
academics  as  well  as  athletics  has  proven  its  worth.  One 
outstanding  example  was  the  presentation  of  an  award  to 
Harold  Hagopian  for  winning  the  Bristol  County  Science 
Count-Down  1959,  and  appearing  on  a  Boston  T.V.  Channel 
for  the  State  Finals.  The  Junior  High  is  again  participating 
in  Science  Count-Down  1960. 

Dighton  Junior  High  Glee  Club  under  the  capable  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Donald  Morrison  is  a  credit  to  the  school  and  the 
community.  During  the  Christmas  Holidays,  the  Glee  Club 
presented  a  fifteen  minute  program  of  Holiday  music  over 
radio  station  WPEP  in  Taunton. 

The  ‘‘Get-Acquainted  Day”  program  which  is  held  an¬ 
nually  in  the  Spring  for  preschoolers  who  will  enter  the  fol¬ 
lowing  September  has  been  well  received.  At  this  point  I 
wish  to  express,  in  behalf  of  the  school,  our  sincere  “thanks” 
to  Mrs.  Esther  Bowden,  R.N.,  who  has  contributed  year  after 
year  toward  a  successful  program. 

A  visit  during  the  Fall  by  the  State  Supervisor  of  Ele¬ 
mentary  Education  had  positive  results.  A  letter  received  by 
the  Principal  which  has  been  filed  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  indicated  the  satisfactory  findings  indicative  of 
the  type  of  school  the  community  can  be  proud  of. 

MISCELLANY 

Our  school  cafeteria  continues  to  serve  the  needs  of  our 
student  population  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bettencourt 
and  her  staff.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Lunch 
Program  the  price  of  the  lunch  was  raised  to  $.25,  exclusive 
of  dessert. 
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In  cooperation  with  the  Civil  Defense  Official  of  the  Town, 
the  entire  school  was  evacuated  and  several  drills  have  been 
executed  during  the  past  year. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Costa 
and  Mr.  Silvia,  for  the  excellent  cooperation  received  con¬ 
cerning  the  maintenance  of  the  schol  plant,  to  you  and  the 
school  committee  for  supporting  the  academic  program,  and 
to  the  parents,  teachers  and  students,  without  whose  coopera¬ 
tion,  the  efficiency  of  the  school  would  be  impaired. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  EDWARD  NICOLAS, 

Principal 


INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC  REPORT 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Dighton,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Roy: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  Instrumental 
Music  Supervisor  in  the  Dighton  Schols. 

The  Instrumental  program  includes: 

High  School  Band 
Junior  High  School  Band 
Elementary  Band 
Orchestra 

Class  Instrumental  Instructions 

The  High  School  Band  is  composed  of  twenty  members 
and  rehearses  two  times  a  week  during  the  school  activity 
period.  The  Junior  High  School  Band  also  rehearses  two  forty- 
five  minute  periods  a  week.  Both  bands  are  combined  to  a 
single  unit  for  public  performances  and  in  the  present  school 
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year  have  performed  at  the  High  School  football  games,  pep 
rallies,  assemblies  and  at  the  Junior  High  School  Christmas 
program. 

The  elementary  band  is  to  be  formed  in  January,  1960. 
The  band  will  include  first  and  second  year  students  and  its 
purpose  is  to  stimulate  the  students’  interest  by  offering  them 
a  broader  experience  in  ensemble  playing. 

The  orchestra  will  meet  one  night  a  week.  It  will  include 
some  of  the  band  members  with  the  addition  of  string  players. 

The  instrumental  lesson  program  includes  students  in 
grades  four  through  eight.  Lessons  are  offered  in  brass, 
woodwind,  percussion  and  string  instruments.  The  length  of 
the  lesson  varies  between  thirty  and  forty-five  minutes  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Class.  Students 
are  divided  into  groups :  beginners,  intermediate  and  ad¬ 
vanced.  The  lesson  periods  include  helping  individual  prob¬ 
lems  in  playing  the  instrument,  ensemble  playing  and  the 
presentation  of  new  material. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  LINCOLN,  JR., 
Instrumental  Music  Supervisor 


REPORT  OF  THE  VOCAL  MUSIC  SUPERVISOR 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Supervisor 
of  Vocal  Music. 

The  program  of  general  music  in  the  Elementary  School 
is  being  continued  and  broadened  this  year.  Varied  activities, 
including  singing,  listening,  rhythm  games  and  the  use  of 
rhythm  instruments  are  employed  in  order  to  bring  the 
children  in  contact  with  music  in  as  many  forms  as  possible. 

In  the  Junior  High  School,  a  new  text  has  been  introduced 
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which  stresses  an  activities  approach  to  music  studies. 

Our  music  aptitude  testing  program  has  been  expanded 
so  as  to  include  grades  one  through  three.  These  tests  help  us 
to  see  the  specific  needs  of  each  individual  in  the  classroom, 
as  well  as  create  a  general  profile  of  class  achievement. 

On  December  18th,  the  Annual  Christmas  Festival  was 
presented  at  the  Elementary  School.  Students  from  grades 
three  through  six  staged  a  musical  version  of  Charles  Dickens' 
A  Christmas  Carol.  The  Junior  High  School  Glee  Club,  com¬ 
posed  of  thirty-nine  selected  voices,  performed  a  group  of 
Christmas  selections.  A  tape  recording  of  the  Glee  Club’s 
program  was  later  broadcast  over  a  local  radio  station. 

The  High  School  Glee  Club  presented  a  background  of 
traditional  music  at  the  Christmas  assembly.  This  organiza¬ 
tion  now  consists  of  thirty-six  members.  Plans  regarding 
further  public  performances  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year  are  being  considered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  F.  MORRISON, 

Supervisor  of  Vocal  Music 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
THE  DIGHTON  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  seventh  annual  report  as  Director 
of  the  Dighton  Vocational  School. 

Organization 

One  of  the  approval  factors  (statutory)  for  a  state-aided 
vocational  school  is  organization.  It  means  the  working  plan 
for  carrying  out  the  times  of  the  school. 

1.  As  to  departmental  character — All  state-aided  schools 
shall  be  organized  by  departments  or  courses. 

2.  Advisory  committee — Representatives  from  industry 
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are  chosen  to  advise  in  gearing  instruction  to  the  needs  of 
industry. 

3.  Distinctive  management — A  director  who  is  responsi¬ 
ble  under  the  superintendent  of  schools  to  the  local  board  of 
control  for  all  instruction  given. 

4.  Faculty — Must  be  approved  by  the  State  Department 
of  Vocational  Education. 

5.  Vocational  Guidance — Approved  guidance  program  for 
vocational  school  students. 

6.  Size  of  classes — To  be  determined  by  agreemeent  with 
the  commissioner. 

Persistency  of  attendance  and  quantity  of  service  conclude 
the  list  of  organizational  factors. 

We  must  abide  by  these  factors  in  order  to  receive  federal 
and  state  money. 

Our  school  is  organized  and  run  under  the  laws  of  Chapter 
74,  just  the  same  as  all  the  other  trade  and  vocational  schools 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Academic  high  schools,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  run  under  the  laws  of  Chapter  71. 

I  review  this  information  for  some  of  our  citizens  who 
ask  why  we  are  a  separate  state-aided  school. 

The  laws  of  Massachusetts  do  not  allow  state  and  federal 
monies,  allocated  for  vocational  education,  to  be  used  in  a 
regular  high  school  program  or  a  so-called  comprehensive 
high  school. 

Enrollment 

A  statistical  chart  is  given  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
report. 

Three  Berkley  students  and  one  Freetown  student  left 
to  attend  the  new  Freetown-Lakeville  Regional  Vocational 
High  School. 

The  curtailment  of  freshmen  students  (not  to  exceed  12) 
is  an  agreement  with  the  State  Office  of  Vocational  Education. 
Due  to  the  very  limited  size  of  our  shops,  this  policy  had  to  be 
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taken  a  few  years  ago.  Thus,  it  is  now  reflected  in  our  total 
enrollment. 

Public  Relations 

Today  educators  recognize  the  need  of  a  good  publicity 
program  for  all  schools.  It  pays  dividends  in  industry  and, 
I  feel,  the  tax-paying  public  should  be  kept  informed  of  all 
our  activities. 

Prior  to  our  Open  House  in  May,  one  ofthe  most  unusual 
and  unique  methods  of  publicity  was  conducted  by  our  school 
and  Radio  Station  WPEP  of  Taunton. 

Mr.  Joseph  Quill,  station  manager,  equipped  with  a  tape 
recorder,  visited  the  places  of  employment  of  our  senior 
students.  The  employers  and  the  students  were  interviewed 
by  Mr.  Quill.  The  comments  by  the  employers  and  our  boys 
regarding  training  and  ability  to  do  a  day’s  work  efficiently 
were  most  gratifying.  This  forty  minute  broadcast  was  heard 
during  a  rebroadcast  the  same  evening. 

The  outstanding  pictorial  coverage  of  our  Open  House 
and  comments  by  the  Taunton  Daily  Gazette,  plus  the  radio 
broadcast,  accounted  in  a  large  measure  for  the  excellent 
attendance  we  had  on  that  evening. 

WJAR  TV,  Mr.  Warren  Waldon,  and  his  staff  deserve 
high  praise  for  their  video  telecast  of  the  actual  Open  House. 

Awards 

We  are  pleased  with  the  two  new  achievement  awards 
that  have  been  granted  this  year.  One  was  given  by  the 
Dighton  Teachers’  Association,  and  the  other  was  given  by 
the  Dighton  Parent  Teachers’  Association. 

These  two  fifty  dollar  awards  enable  two  d^erving 
students  to  purchase  tools  that  are  a  requirement  in^taining 
employment. 

Miscellany 

In  my  many  contacts  with  employers  this  past  year,  they 
have  emphasized  that  they  will  only  hire  young  men  who  are 
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willing  and  capable.  Thus,  we  must  be  extremely  careful  in 
the  selection  of  our  students.  They  must  meet  the  needs  of 
industry.  Since  we  operate  our  school  under  Chapter  74,  we 
cannot  keep  students  if  they  do  not  have  the  ability  and  desire 
to  be  trained. 

Twenty-eight  boys  received  diplomas  in  June.  Thirteen 
of  them  were  vocational  students.  To  be  statistical,  46% 
of  the  boys  graduating  were  from  the  Dighton  Vocational 
School.  Of  the  thirteen  boys,  eleven  went  into  industry  and 
two  entered  the  Armed  Services.  We  had  twenty-five  positions 
available  for  our  graduates. 

We  are  extremely  grateful  to  Mr.  Walter  Markham,  State 
Director  of  Vocational  Education,  and  his  staff  for  their 
valuable  assistance  during  the  eyear.  We  value  his  kind 
letter  regarding  our  school  when  it  received  National  recogni-  • 
tion  in  a  trade  journal. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  personally,  Mr.  Roy,  for  your  deep 
concern  and  interest  in  our  school.  To  your  School  Committee, 
the  townspeople,  and  parents  of  our  students,  we  are  most 
appreciative  for  the  cooperation  and  intelligent  understanding 
of  our  problems. 

Training  young  people  for  profitable  employment  is  not 
always  an  easy  task,  but  we  are  keenly  interested  in  their 
success.  Our  school  is  meeting  this  challenge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  F.  DAY, 

Director 


DIGHTON  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT  STATISTICS 


Class  Dighton  Berkley  Freetown  Rehoboth  Total 

Freshmen .  10  1  0  0  11 

Sophomores  7  0  0  5  12 

Juniors  8  10  0  9 

Seniors  4  5  3  0  12 

Totals  29  7  3  5  44 
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DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 
GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

Dighton  High  School  Auditorium — June  11,  1959 


PROGRAM 


OVERTURE— “Prudence’’  J.  Olivadoti 

Band 

^PROCESSIONAL — “March  Processionale”  Herfurth 


INVOCATION— 

Rev.  Francis  A.  McCarthy 
Pastor,  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  North  Dighton 


WELCOME— 


Judith  A.  Harris 
President — Class  of  1959 


HONOR  ESSAY— “The  Value  of  an  Education” 

Marilyn  S.  Hathaway 

SELECTION — “Dear  Land  of  Home”  Jean  Simelius 

Class  of  1959 

HONOR  ESSAY— “Our  Motto :  Ambition  Has  No  Rest” 

Judith  A.  Harris 

PIANO  SOLO — Theme  from  the  First  Piano  Concerto 

Helen  E.  Craven  Tschaikowsky 

ADDRESS — “The  Responsibilities  of  Educated  Americans’^ 
John  D.  Donovan,  A.B.,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 

Chairman,  Department  of  Sociology 
Boston  College  Graduate  School 

PRESENTATIONS — Dr.  Lawrence  J.  Fitzpatrick,  Principal 


AWARDS— 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Alumni  Medal 
Balfour  Key 
Commercial  Award 
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John  Charves  Award 
Bion  L.  Pierce  Awards 
Grossman  Woodworking  Awards 
Cpl.  John  Dutra  Memorial  Award 
Arion  Award 

Dighton  P.T.A.  Vocational  Achievement  Award 
Dighton  Teachers’  Association  Vocational 
Achievement  Award 
Bausch  and  Lomb  Medal 

SCHOLARSHIPS— 

Dighton  High  School  Alumni 
Berkley  Student  Council 
Dighton  Mothers’  Fireside  Circle 
Dighton  High  School  Class  of  1958 
Dighton  Teachers’  Association 
Dighton  Parent  Teachers’  Association 
Berkley  Women’s  Club 

tPRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS— 

Mr.  Frank  Rogers 
Member,  Dighton  School  Committee 

SELECTION — “Some  Enchanted  Evening”  Richard  Rodgers 

Class  of  1959 

BENEDICTION— 

Rev,  Manuel  A.  Oliveria 
Dighton  First  Baptist  Church 

RECESSIONAL  MARCH— Band 

Charles  H.  Lincoln,  Supervisor  of  Instrumental  Music 
Donald  R.  Morrison,  Supervisor  of  Vocal  Music 
Accompanist — Carolyn  H.  Melesky 


*The  audience  is  requested  to  remain  seated  during  the  Pro¬ 
cessional  March. 

fThe  audience  is  requested  to  refrain  from  applause  until  all 
diplomas  have  been  distributed. 
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CLASS  OF  1959 


Thomas  Bittner 
Ronald  E.  Boyce 
Richard  A.  Bragga 
Lawrence  E.  Bristol 
Cynthia  Ann  Broadbent 
John  J.  Brown 
Robert  H.  Brown 
Harriet  Bulotsky 
Helena  Ann  Cambra 
Wendell  L.  H.  Carr 
Marie  J.  Cimino 
**Helen  Elaine  Craven 
^Shirley  Ann  Cummings 
*Danielle  Cecile  Desautels 
*William  Livingstone  Donle,  Jr. 
Joseph  Fernandes,  III 
Evelyn  Theresa  Furtado 
^Wallace  Edgar  Gonsalves,  Jr. 
Albert  Leo  Gramm,  Jr. 

** Judith  Ann  Harris 
Grace  Elizabeth  Haskell 
Helen  N.  Haskell 
**Marilyn  S.  Hathaway 
"Deborah  May  Hopkins 
Marjorie  E.  Jack 
Arnold  J.  Jose 
'‘'Deanna  M.  Korlacki 
*Lenora  Jeannette  Korlacki 
Ralph  E.  Leach 


*  Sandra  Mae  LeForrest 
Miriam  Celestine  Linden 
James  H.  MacDonald 
Paul  R.  Martin 
Judith  Ann  Mason 
Barbara  Ann  Medeiros 
Joseph  R.  Menard 
Durwood  A.  Mosher 
*F.  Jannette  Mosher 
*Dennis  Patrick  Nagle 
Ronald  David  Pine 
Virginia  Elizabeth  Pratt 
Albert  Paul  Pysz 
William  A.  Rasmussen,  Jr. 
Richard  M.  Read 
Leonard  F.  Reed 
*Sheila  Anne  Rogers 
Marilyn  Alice  Rose 
Kenneth  George  Rubadou 
Raymond  Peter  Simmons 
Gordon  Elliott  Spinney,  Jr. 
^Barbara  Ann  Sullivan 
John  E.  Torres 
Linda  Walker 
Stewart  E.  White 
'^Diane  Grace  Wilson 
Edna  May  Wordell 
Mary  E.  Benevides 


**First  Honors — An  average  of  A  for  four  years. 
^Second  Honors — An  average  of  B  to  A  for  four  years. 
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Class  Officers 


Judith  Harris 
Ralph  Leach 


Vice-President 


President 


Deanna  Koriacki 
Deborah  Hopkins 


Secretary 

Treasurer 


Class  Motto 

“Ambition  Has  No  Rest” 

Class  Advisor:  Robert  M.  McGuirk 

Dighton  School  Committee 

Harry  Hagopian,  Chairman 
Antone  Compos,  Secretary 


Wyman  E.  Hawkes 
Lawrence  D.  Dutra 


Albert  R.  DeSilva 
Lawrence  Mendoza 


Frank  Rogers,  Financial  Secretary 
Robert  T.  Roy,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
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GRADUATION  EXERCICES 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

June  3,  1959 


PROGRAM 


OVERTURE— “Prudence”  J.  Olivadoti 

PROCESSIONAL — “March  Processionale”  P.  C.  Hefurth 

INVOCATION—  ^  1  XT  1 

Rev.  Carl  Helgerson 

West  Dighton  Congregational  Church,  Dighton 


GREETINGS— 

SELECTION— “ 


Richard  Pires 
Class  President 

No  Man  Is  An  Island” 


Whitney  &  Kramer 


THEME— THE  PROMISE  OF  TOMORROW 

Progress  Unlimited  David  Adams 

Challenge  of  Tomorrow  Judith  Antunes 

Foundation  for  our  Future  Cheryl  Silver 

The  Obligation  of  Our  Generation  Frederick  Eliason 
Success  for  Tomorrow  Alice  Perry 

SELECTION— “You’ll  Never  Walk  Alone”  Rodgers 


PRESENTATION  OF  AWARDS— 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy 
Superintendent  of  Schools 

PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS— 

Mr.  Harry  Hagopian,  Chairman 
Dighton  School  Committee 


SELECTION — “America — Our  Heritage” 


Steele 
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BENEDICTION— 

Rev.  Francis  A.  McCarthy 
Pastor,  St.  Joseph's  Church,  North  Dighton 

RECESSIONAL — “Mutual  March”  Harold  Bennett 


Class  Officers 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Richard  Pires 
Andrew  Wargat 
Cynthia  Compos 
Alice  Perry 


Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Mr.  F.  Edward  Nicolas,  Principal 
Mr.  Donald  F.  Morrison,  Vocal  Music  Supervisor 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Lincoln,  Instrumental  Music  Supervisor 

Miss  Clare  Hanrahan,  Graduation  Chairman 
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GRADUATES 


David  Paul  Adams 
Sandra  Lee  Allie 
Gerald  John  Alves 
*Judith  Alice  Antunes 
Howard  John  Ashworth 
Patricia  Ann  Bacon 
Judith  Ann  Bourgault 
Brian  David  Brightman 
Bertha  Mae  Cambra 
Joan  Marie  Cambra 
*Judith  Louise  Candelet 
Larry  Floyd  Carpenter 
Ronald  Grindle  Carr 
Francis  R.  Cimino 
*Jeanne  Marie  Collard 
Cynthia  Jean  Compos 
Lawrence  A.  Correia 
Henry  Payne  Crawford,  Jr. 
*Deborah  Owens  Day 
^Walter  N.  Doraz 

*  Frederick  Warren  Eliason 
Joseph  P.  Fleck 

*Harold  M.  Hagopian 
Milton  Reynolds  Hathaway 
Sandria  Hathaway 
Walter  Hayward 
George  Edward  Hixon 
Charles  James  Hodson 
Almon  John  Hopkins 

*  Judith  Ellen  James 


Mary-Lynda  Johnson 
Carol  Ann  Lawrence 
*Sandra  Elizabeth  Leach 
Lee  LeForrest 

*  Geraldine  Dorothy  Lenney 
Grace  Frances  Leonard 

*  Stephen  J.  Marsden 
*Mary  Frances  Motta 

Karen  Louise  O’Connor 
*Alice  Cecelia  Perry 

*  Jeanne  Cynthia  Perry 
*Hazel  C.  Pilling 

Richard  Joseph  Pires 

*  Carol  Ann  Read 
Ronald  Richard 
Brenda  Ann  Rogers 

*Richard  Eldon  Roy 
Judith  Rosamond  Sandager 
Margaret  Baker  Shaw 
*Cheryl  Ann  Silver 
Joseph  Robert  Silvia,  Jr. 
Russell  Allen  Silvia 
Ann  Cecilia  Simas 
Michael  Frederick  Sloan 
George  W.  Sullivan,  Jr. 

J.  Clifford  Sylvia 
Alfred  James  Vaz 
^Marsha  Lynne  Ventura 
Andrew  McCann  Wargat 


*Honors 
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Charles  F.  Day,  B.S.  in  Ed.  Walker  St.,  North  Dighton  Fitchburg  Teachers’  College  1943 

Paul  W.  Couture,  M.Ed.  Simpson  Lane,  Assonet  Prov.  College,  Bridgewater 

Teachers’  College  1953 

Charles  C.  O’Connell  320  Washington  St.,  Taunton  Taunton  High,  Fitchburg 

Teachers’  College  1944 
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Dighton  Elementary  School  (continued) 

Home  Address  Education  App’d. 

Anne  M.  Phillips  59  Freedom  St.,  Fall  River  Bridgewater  Teachers’  College  1948 

Helen  M.  Simmons,  B.S.  in  Ed.  4  Avon  Street,  Somerset  Bridgewater  Teachers’  College  1922 

Helen  C.  Turner  117  School  St.,  North  Dighton  Framingham  Normal  School  1946 
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.Jeanette  Shaw,  B.S.  in  Ed.  16  Baylies  St.,  No.  Dighton  Bridgewater  Teachers’ College 

Helen  Lamb  666  Pearse  Road,  Swansea 

Catherine  M.  Donle  60  Pine  Street,  Dighton 
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DIGHTON-REHOBOTH 

REGIONAL  DISTRICT  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

In  the  year  1959  fina)  plans  were  completed  for  a  new 
regional  high  school.  Bids  were  called  for  in  August.  A  low 
bid  of  $1,609,500.  was  received  from  the  Dimeo  Construction 
Company  of  Providence. 

Special  Town  Meetings  were  held  in  Dighton  and  Re- 
hoboth  on  August  24,  1959  to  vote  on  a  $2,085,000.  bond  issue. 
The  bond  issue  was  passed  by  both  towns.  On  September  10, 
1959  the  bond  issue  was  approved  by  the  Emergency  Finance 
Board  and  a  contract  was  signed  with  the  Dimeo  Construction 
Company  to  build  the  building. 

During  the  year  the  problem  of  water  for  the  new  school 
was  investigated.  It  was  finally  decided  to  drill  two  artesian 
wells.  They  proved  to  be  very  successful,  together  they 
produce  about  100  gallons  per  minute  which  is  more  than 
ample  for  the  school  needs. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Deeming  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Regional 
Committee  early  in  the  year  and  it  was  her  duty  to  keep  the 
minutes  of  the  meetings  and  also  do  the  bookkeeping  for  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Roy  was  elected  superintendent  of  the 
Regional  School  District  in  February. 

The  Committee  was  reorganized  after  the  annual  town 
elections  and  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year: 

Mr.  Stuart  A.  Arnold,  Chairman 
Mr.  Gardner  C.  Borden,  Secretary 
Mr.  Frederick  B.  Tschirch,  Treasurer. 

Mr.  John  Pollis,  an  attorney  from  Taunton,  was  engaged 
to  represent  the  committee  in  “land  takings”  and  to  be  legal 
consultant  for  the  committee. 

In  September  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Harrington,  who  was  princi- 
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pal  of  Warren  High  School,  was  hired  to  be  principal  of  the 
region.  He  has  been  working  out  the  details  of  the  program 
He  will  work  out  the  courses  of  study  and  take  charge  of  the 
enrolling  of  the  pupils  in  the  spring.  He  is  also  assisting  in 
the  selection  of  furniture  and  the  interviewing  of  prospective 
teachers. 

Shortly  after  the  contract  was  awarded,  Mr.  Clifford 
Firtz,  an  engineer  from  Providence  was  engaged  as  clerk  of 
the  works.  Mr.  Fritz  has  proven  a  valuable  asset  to  the 
committee  as  he  is  highly  regarded  by  all  who  have  met  him. 

The  building  itself  is  made  up  of  five  units.  Unit  A 
houses  the  auditorium  and  music  rooms.  Unit  D  is  made  up 
of  the  gymnasium  for  boys  and  girls  plus  shower  rooms  and 
locker  rooms.  The  pincipaFs  office  and  other  administrative 
offices  are  located  in  Unit  D.  In  Unit  B  are  located  the  science 
laboratories  and  the  mathematics  rooms,  also  the  cafeteria, 
library  and  superintendenUs  office.  Unit  C  houses  the  English, 
foreign  language,  social  studies  and  commercial  rooms.  Unit 
E  is  made  up  of  the  industrial  arts  room,  mechanical  drawing 
room,  boiler  room  and  the  vocational  shops,  automobile  and 
carpentry. 

The  contract  for  the  landscaping  will  be  awarded  in  the 
spring  and  will  include  the  building  of  lawns,  walks  and 
drives  plus  the  locating  of  a  football  field',  a  baseball  field, 
tennis  courts  and  other  playing  areas. 

Most  of  the  building  is  scheduled  to  be  ready  the  first 
of  September  and  we  hope  to  open  school  on  our  regular 
schedule.  At  the  present  time  work  is  progressing  very  well 
on  Units  B.  C  and  E.  These  being  classroom  units  we  are 
anxious  to  have  them  completed  on  time. 

This  fall  an  access  road  from  Horton  Street  to  New 
Street  has  been  built.  This  road  passes  through  the  site  just 
south  of  the  school.  This  road  will  be  brought  up  to  grade 
and  surfaced  in  the  spring. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  thank  all  who  have  helped  in 
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any  way.  They  wish  to  thank  the  Selectmen  and  other  town 
officials  who  have  helped  with  problems  concerning  the  local 
governments.  Our  appreciation  also  goes  to  the  local  school 
committees  who  have  offered  not  only  themselves  but  the 
faculties  of  their  respective  schools  to  help  in  the  planning. 
We  are  also  grateful  to  the  School  Building  Assistance  Com¬ 
mission  and  the  officers  of  the  Second  Bank-State  Street 
Trust  Company  for  the  help  they  have  given  us. 

The  Committee  is  anxious  that  the  public  be  kept  abreast 
of  the  progress  on  the  school.  Reports  of  their  meetings  are 
published  in  four  local  papers.  Committee  members  are  willing 
to  explain  the  plans  of  the  school  to  any  one  who  wishes  to 
hear  about  them.  This  school  is  your  school,  please  feel  free 
to  call  us  for  information  concerning  its  progress. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT  T.  ROY, 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  Committee 

Dighton  Rehoboth 

Stuart  A.  Arnold,  Chairman  Frederick  Tschirch,  Treasurer 
Robert  Bradshaw  Gardner  Borden,  Secretary 

Albert  R.  DeSilva  Myles  Alper 


DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  DISTRICT  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OPERATING  BUDGET  1959 

Unexpended 

1959  Budget 

Expenditures 

Balance  12-31-59 

TREASURER: 

’ 

Salary 

$  500.00 

$  500.00 

none 

Bond  (Public  Official)  750.00 

53.60 

696.40 

Printing 

50.00 

(stationery,  etc.) 

50.00 

none 

Postage 

50.00 

5.92 

44.08 
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Office  Equipment 
(file) 

Miscellaneous: 
Travel  Expense 


80.00 

200.00 


none 

none 

1.76 

6.00 

5.50 

69.50 


80.00 


117.24 


1630.00 


642.28 


SUPERINTENDENT: 


Salary 

3000.00  - 

2250.00 

750.00 

Travel 

300.00 

118.20 

181.80 

Telephone 

100.00 

100.08 

-.08 

Postage 

50.00 

67.42 

-17.42 

Salary  of  Secretary 

500.00 

375.03 

124.97 

Printing — stationery 
specifications. 

brochures,  etc. 

75.00 

86.21 

-11.21 

Supplies 

50.00 

26.00 

24.00 

4075.00 

3022.94 

RINCIPAL: 

Salary 

3000.00 

2263.73 

736.27 

Mileage 

150.00 

53.67 

96.33 

Association  Dues 

— 

8.00 

-8.00 

Equipment  (desk) 

— 

85.65 

-85.65 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

Transportation  maps, 
program  cards,  freight 
on  surplus  materials 


3150.00 


500.00 


2411.05 


987.72 


1052.06 


none 


738.95 


500.00 


$9355.00 


$6076.27 


$3278.73 


CASH  ACCOUNT 


Cash  Balance  January  1, 1959 

Receipts  in  1959: 

Dighton 

Rehoboth 

a/c  State  Tax-employer’s 
refund 


$  500.00 

3745.79 

5609.26  9355.05 


1.05  9356.10 


Expenditures  in  1959 

Balance  12-31-59 


$9856.10 

$6076.27 

$3779.83 
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